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Ministers Comment on Role of Nonaligned Movement 


Colombia Calls for Changes 


PA1009232291 Santa Fe de Bogota EL TIEMPO 
in Spanish 5 Sep 91 p6A 


[Text] During a meeting of the Nonaligned Movement 
on 4 September, Colombia called for a “peaceful revo- 
lution” within the 125-country organization so that it 
might survive the rapidly changing world. 


Deputy Foreign Minister Rodrigo Pardo stated this 
during the Nonaligned Movement’s 10th Ministerial 
Meeting held in Accra (Ghana) on 4 September to 
redefine the future of the Third World organization 


Pardo explained that with the end of the cold war and the 
East-West conflict, as well as the creation of a unipolar 
world, “most organizations which regulate international 
and transnational ties are being revised.” 


Pardo also noted that the Nonaligned Movement faces 
the enormous challenge of adapting itself to the new 
world order. 


Cuban Foreign Minister Comments 


AB1109160091 Accra Ghana Broadcasting Corporation 
Radio Network in English 1800 GMT 10 Sep 91 


[Text] The Cuban foreign minister, Mr. Isidoro Malm- 
ierca, flew back home today after attending the 10th 
NAM [Nonaligned Movement] Ministerial Conference 
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in Accra. He told newsmen before departure thai the 
conference has made a historic contribution to the 
strengthening of the movement in its efforts to ensure 
international peace and progress. Mr. Malmierca said 
the difficult international situation makes it imperative 
for countries of the South to forge closer unity to 
confront the unjust international political and economic 
order. He noted that the current situation has been 
negative for countries of the South, and said consider- 
able efforts among Third World countries are needed to 
counter this unfavorable situation. 


On relations between Cuba and the United States, Mr. 
Malmierca said his country has always been in a position 
to maintain cordial ties with the U.S. He said, however, 
that the attitude of the U.S. toward Cuba does not make 
for improved relations between the two countries. For 
any meaningful relations to exist, the U.S. must first 
recognize the independence, rights, and sovereignty of 
Cuba. She must also remove the economic blockade 
imposed on Cuba and return all Cuban bases occupied 
by the U.S. for nearly 30 years. 


Mr. Malmierca said the economic blockade has not only 
damaged the economy of his country; it has also endan- 
gered the lives of the Cuban people. He said the eco- 
nomic problems and instability in the Soviet Union have 
adversely affected the Cuban economy. Mr. Malmierca 
explained that 70 percent of Cuba's foreign trade 1s with 
the Soviet Union. adding that the Soviets have stopped 
shipment of goods to his country. 
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Effects of Violence on Peace Accords Viewed 


Mandela ‘Optimistic’ 
MB1109165091 Johannesburg THE STAR in Enelish 
1] Sep 9i pl 


[Report by Shaun Johnson: “Mandela Optimistic on 
Peace’’] 


{Text} ANC [African National Congress] president 
Nelson Mandela is optimistic that the historic National 
Peace Accord to be signed on Saturday can succeed in 
curbing violence, even though previous agreements have 
failed to do so. 


Speaking in Johannesburg this week, Mr Mandela said the 
accord soon to be endorsed by the ANC, the Government, 
the Inkatha Freedom Party [IFP] and other organisations 
was not comparable with peace deals which had been 
struck before, and had collapsed. “There is a fundamental 
difference between bilateral and multilateral agreements, 
which this one is going to be,” he said. 


“A convention which 1s being monitored by a number of 
parties is totally different to a convention which is 
bilateral ... Here we have the various political organisa- 
tions which are going to monitor the convention. | think 
we have a better change of succeeding.” 


Mr Mandela's remarks came after intense speculation 
that the wave of renewed violence on the Reef would 
jeopardise the signing and implementation of the long- 
awaited peace accord—the first to involve such a repre- 
sentative range of major political actors. 


Both the ANC and the IFP reaffirmed their intention to 
attend Saturday's summit. 


Mr Mandela said he recognised the difficulties involved in 
ensuring that an agreement among leaders was heeded by 
rank-and-file followers, but added: “If every party honestly 
adheres to the obligations which are set out in the conven- 
tion, then we should be able to control the violence... 


“It 1s better in this situation to remain optimistic.” 


IFP Member on Thokoza Violence 


MB1109185091 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1829 GMT 11 Sep 91 


[Text] Johannesburg Sept 11 SAPA—Police on 
Wednesday denied claims attributed to IFP [Inkatha 
Freedom Party} Central Committee member Musi 
Myeni tha? three trained terrorists had been arrested in 
connection with Sunday’s horror shooting in Thokoza 
which claimed 23 lives. Witwatersrand police 
spokesman, Col Frans Malherbe, said Mr Myeni had 
apparently claimed that East Rand police had arrested 
three men. “This is not true. The actual situation is that 
Murder and Robbery East Rand is not involved in 
investigation of unrest-related killings. There is a special 
unit investigating Sunday's shooting.” 
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Col Malherbe said Mr Myeni: had alleged the three people 
arrested were trained terrorisis—“two from Mozambique 
and one from Gazankulu”—and had admitted to being 
hired by a prominent South African politician to carry out 
Sunday's AK-47 attack on a group of IFP supporters. 


Col Malherbe said police had been inundated with calls 
from the public in response to the issued of an identikit 
on Tuesday of one of the suspects and brief descriptions 
of the other two. 


All information received was being investigated but “no 
information has led us to the apprehension of any 
suspects”, Col Malherbe said on Wednesday night. 


He also denied another claim attributed to Mr Myeni that 
police had seized a cache of limpet mines and AK-47 rifles 
in Alexandra township and that a number of people had 
been arrested in connection with the seizure. 


“It is very strange for me to understnad Mr Myeni's 
motives. We invite Mr Myeni to contact the police 
instead of the press with such a sensitive and damaging 
allegation.” 


ANC on Violence, Peace Accord 


MB1109192691 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1919 GMT 11 Sep 91 


[SAPA PR Wire Service issued by: African National 
Congress] 


[Text] {Not dateline as received]|—The recent escalation 
of PWV [Pretoria, Witwatersrand, Vereeniging] region 
threatens to render the pending signing of the Peace 
Accord between the ANC [African National Congress], 
the government and Inkatha Freedom Party [IFP] futile. 
It is obviously perpetrated by forces bent on postponing 
the achievement of permanent peace and stability in the 
PWYV region in particular and the country in general. 


It is no longer enough just to condemn the violence and 
be held to ransom by a band of bandits taking lives of 
blind people, pregnan’ women, commuters on trains, 
buses and taxis. But it 1s now imperative that all people 
in the PWV region in churches, business and all other 
sectors of our community act in unison towards creating 
an everlasting peace in the region. 


The whole process of negotiations can only thrive under 
conditions of peace, therefore all those committed to a 
smooth transition to democracy have a duty to defend this 
peace at all costs, if we hope to make a transition to 
democracy. 


We finally appeal to the security forces to act firmly on 
the violence and also on information provided to them 
about impending attacks on communities, without any 
form of bias. This violence threatens to plunge us into 
lawlessness and chaos and a cycle violence, wherein there 
will be no victors. The ANC PWV region extends our 
condolesence to the bereaved families. 
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Cosatu Blames Government 


MB1209074291 Umtata Capital Radio in English 
US00 GMT 12 Sep 91 


[Text] The Congress of South African Trade Unions 
[Cosatu] has blamed the government for the cortinued 
orgy of killings across the reef. Cosatu says the carnage 
unleashed in the PWV [Pretoria, Witwatersrand, 
Vereeniging] area since Sunday bears all the hallmarks of 
state and vigilante violence. The trade union federation 
Said in a Statement that the heavily armed vigilantes 
appear to be able to move freely about spreading terror 
against unarmed civilians without fear of being appre- 
hended by the security forces. Cosatu says it has made it 
clear that if the state fails to act decisively to stop the 
violence against workers then it will have no option but 
to embark on a protracted industrial action. Cosatu also 
says the knee-jerk response of imposing unrest areas has 
proven to be a total failure in the past. 


ANCYL on Peace Convention 


9B 1109142091] Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1353 GMT 11 Sep 91 


[SAPA PR Wire Service: “Statement of the ANC Youth 
League on the national peace convention,” issued by: 
ANC Youth League, Wednesday, 1! September 1991] 


[Text] [No dateline as received]}—A. A national peace 
convention is to be held in Johannesburg on Saturday 14 
September 1991. The aim of the peace convention is to 
find an end to the violence that continues to tear our 
communities apart. This aim is supported by the over- 
whelming majority of the South African people. It is the 
genuine desire of our people that, after centuries of violent 
repression, the scourge of violence would one day disap- 
pear from the face, not only of our country, but of the 
entire southern African region, the African continent and 
the world over. 


B. The negotiations initiative has, in many ways, been 
derailed by the current violence. The advocacy of the 
principles that we hold dear has been greatly hampered. 
Freedom of movement, choice, expression and other 
basic freedoms have been trampled upon by vicious 
hordes that are feeding on the blood of innocent and 
oppressed South Africans. 


C. The ANC [African National Congress] Youth League 
[ANCYL] publicly expresses its support for the aims of 
the peace initiative. It is our sincere belief and hope that 
every participant at the peace convention will do so with 
the absolute intention of arriving at an amicable way of 
resolving the present impasse. 


D. The conference will bring together the two major 
belligerents in the present conflict. These are the anti- 
apartheid forces at the head of which stand the national 
liberation movements on the one hand and the forces 
that are spilling blood to retain the status quo on the 
other. Prominent among these forces is the National 
Party [NP] and its apparatus of propagating violence in 
the form of the SADF [South African Defense Force], the 
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SAP [South African Police] and vigilante forces, its 
appendages like Inkatha Freedom Party and UWUSA 
[United Workers Union of South Africa]. All these 
forces, without exception, have been involved in the 
propagation of violence. In alliance with the National 
Party are the owners of monopoly industry whose secu- 
rity personnel has not only shot and killed countless 
workers, but has also funded violent sweet-heart umions 
like UWUSA and are responsible for the inhumane 
conditions of the hostel system. 


E. We of the ANC Youth League, however, think that we 
have a reason to be sceptical of the sincerity of the other 
parties in their contribution to the attainment of a 
peaceful climate wherein free political activity can pre- 
vail. It is for this same reason that, while we support the 
noble intentions of the convention, we remain convinced 
that until the question of the interim government 1s 
addressed, violence will continue to plague us. 


F. While preparations for the convention are continuing, 
the following realities are facing us: 


— The use of violence against communities 1s a strategy 
of the Nationalist Party government and its surrogate 
forces. More than enough evidence to prove this has 
been gathered. The strategy of violence and destabili- 
sation continues to be used by this government in the 
Frontline States, more specia’ly Mozambique and 
even in the homelands. Transkei 1s a typical example 
in this regard. Other than violence, the Nationalist 
Party and its allies have no other manoeuvre of 
clinging onto power. It 1s the design of regimes that act 
in cahoots with the Nationalist Party the world over, 
as is the case in Chile, Israel and many other places, to 
use violence against its opponents and the masses. 


—The recent violence in the Reef townships has been 
abundantly marked by elements of the security forces 
collaborating openly and unashamedly with marauding 
Inkatha war-lords. While it has been possible for the 
police to produce identikits of the assailants of supposed 
Inkatha members in Thokoza, it has not been possible to 
apprehend members of Inkatha who were killing people, 
removing furniture in houses in Mofolo and Jabavu in 
Soweto. This 1s despite the fact that these crimes were 
committed in the presence of the security forces, who 
later escorted the raiders and looters to their hostels. 
Heinous crimes like rape were committed in the process. 


—F.W. de Klerk has himself said that the Nationalist 
Party has the capacity to stop the adoption of a consti- 
tution which is not in the interest of the white minority. 
The only way the National Party has prevailed over 
majority opinion has been through the use of violence in 
the form of detentions, elimination of opponents, assas- 
sinations and mass murders by its security establish- 
ment. A challenge of De Klerk’s threat will produce no 
other answer but the conventional strategy of the 
National Party and its allies of sacrificing our people at 
the altar of white domination and previlage. 
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—Despite the ample proof of securi, force in olvement in 
the violence, there does not seem to be significant 
movement on the part of the regime to bring the 
perpetrators of violence to book. Despite its illegitimacy 
and lack of credibility in the eyes of the majority of our 
people, the South African Government continues to 
maintain clandestine special forces and refu'es to 
accede to the demand of an interim government. 


—The South African security forces, whose responsibility 
it is to maintain law and order and defend the people, 
irrespective of ideological affiliation, lack credibility in 
the eyes of the oppressed majority, who are, unfortu- 
nately, on the receiving end of this violence. The rela- 
tionship between the oppressed majority and the SA 
{South African] security forces will continue to be a 
hostile one until they prove themselves to be non- 
partisan and placed under the command of a neutral 
authority in the form of an interim government. 


G. We reiterate our position that, while we support the 
aims of the peace initiative, the exercise does not have 
the capacity to address the problem of violence because 
it will not resolve the central question of the replacement 
of the Nationalist Party government with an interim 
government. We are further saying that the Nationalist 
Party must not stall the formation of the interim govern- 
ment which will facilitate the establishment of a demo- 
cratic order wherein violence shall be forsworn by all. 


H. The ANC Youth League urges all anti-apartheid and 
patriotic forces to stand together as one aga nst the alliance 
of violence and fight for the establishment of an interim 
government, which is the only guarantee for an end to the 
present violence. Issued by ANC Youth League 49 Jorison 
Street Braamfontein 2017 (011) 403-3452/6 


Tutu Optimistic About Future 


MB1209094291 Johannesburg SABC TV 1 Network 
in English 0500 GMT 12 Sep 91 


[Text] Anglican Archbishop Desmond Tutu says he is 
optimistic about the future of South Africa despite the 
wave of bloodletting just two days before a peace accord 
between the major political players. Interviewed on 
“In-Depth” on TV 3 last night Archbishop Tutu said it 
was up to ordinary people to turn the country into a 
haven of peace. 


[Begin Tutu recording] But I am certain that the bulk of 
our people are peaceloving and that there are those who are 
the agents of darkness and evil. Bui we also believe that 
there are those who are totally opposed to peace and 
stability in our country and who want to subvert the state 
president's initiatives, and they are aware that Saturday 
[14 September] is coming and this thing is going to happen 
and this third force wants to destroy all that. [end 
recording] 


FBIS-AFR-91-177 
12 September 1991 


ANC on Attempted Assassination of NEC Members 


MB 109133091 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1236 GMT 11 Sep 91 


[SAPA PR Wire Service: “Press statement of the ANC 
on threats of the peace accord and attempts to assassi- 
nate NEC members,” issued by African National Con- 
gress, Wednesday, |! September 1991] 


[Text] [No dateline as received}—Last Night, Tuesday, 10 
September, there was an attempt to assassinate ANC 
{African National Congress} NEC [National Executive 
Committee] member, Gill Marcus and DIP [Department 
of Information and Publicity] officer Nat Serache, at her 
flat in Berea. On arriving together by car at the entrance to 
the block of flats where she lives at approximately 6.45PM, 
Comrade Gill noticed a bright yellow kombi parked in the 
Street outside the entrance. She was able to *nter the 
building, despite the fact that the lock of the outside door 
was tampered with. After alighting Nat Serache walked a 
few yards down the street, where he came across an armed 
man signalling to other sitting in the kombi. The man was 
standing on the stairs of a neighbouring building. As he 
approached, the man pulled a pistol and cocked it. Those 
in the kombi came out of the vehicle and began to run 
towards him. Nat Serache, pretending to also have a 
weapon, was able to distract his would-be attackers and 
managed to escape. He was chased for some blocks, but 
managed to phone Comrade Gill to advise her of the 
seriousness of the situation. 


Comrade Gill called for assistance from colleagues and 
notified the police. When officers from the Hillbrow Police 
Station eventually arrived, they banged on the flat door, 
calling out “Bulal - Vula’’. Asked to identify themselves, 
they did not do so clearly. When it ultimately became clear 
that .: was the police, the door was opened. The police 
were extremely abusive, said they had come to investigate 
an armed robbery in progress, and simply left refusing to 
give their names or idcatity numbers. From subsequent 
investigations it is clear that a car with three men was still 
parked outside the block of flats watching the entrance 
while the police came and left. 


The ANC views the escaiation of the violence sweeping 
Natal, the Reef and other parts of our country with great 
concern. It is increasingly clear the purpose of this horrific 
violence is to create a climate in which signing the peace 
accord appears futile. Bands of armed men and railway 
stations have become killing fields, despite repeated warn- 
ings to the police of impending attacks. The death toll 
mounts hourly, and the situation has become extremely 
volatile. 


Within this seemingly random violence against the com- 
munities, there is a consistent pattern of attack and elim- 
ination of ANC and community activists, including those 
holding responsible positions within the organisation. 


In this regard the ANC unequivocally condemns the 
attempt to assassinate Gill Marcus and Nat Serache on 
the evening of 10 September, 1991. As with Comrades 
Barbara Hogan and Saki Macozoma, both of whom are 
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also members of the NEC, Comrade Gill was aware of 
being kept under surveillance for some time. 


Such acts of naked terrorism will, if not stopped imme- 
diately, set in motion cycles of violence that will be 
uncontrollable. South Africa stands at the very edge of an 
abyss. These «vents threaten to push the whole country 
over the edge, plunging us inis a war of immense 
proportions, a war in which there can be no victors. 


The ANC is doing everything in its power to end the 
violence. We call on all our people to stop the blood- 
letting. The peace accord is an important mechanism to 
control and investigate the violence, exposing the pere- 
trators of these heinous crimes. We remain firmly com- 
mitted to signing the accord, and ensuring that its 
provisions are adhered to and implemented. We call on 
all political organisations and peace-loving people in our 
country to do the same. [Signed] Cyril Ramaphosa 
Secretary General, ANC 

[Dated] 11 September, 5991 


Rightwing Hunger-Strikers ‘o Stand Trial 
MB1{i09144491 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1432 GMT 11 Sep 91 


[By Craig Doonan] 


[Text] Durban Sept |! SAPA—Durban’s two rightwing 
hunger-strikers ended their fast on Wednesday after- 
noon, according to a friend and spokesman for the two, 
Mr Das van Wyk. A government source confirmed that 
the Orde Boerevolk [Order of the Boer Nation; OB] 
members, Mr Piet Botha and Mr Adriaan Smuts, who 
entered day 24 of their fast on Wednesday, had decided 
to start eating. 


Their decision follows the ruling by a Durban Supreme 
Court judge earlier in the day that they should stand trial 
in court on Thursday, despite a medical report advising 
otherwise. The medical report stated the men were unfit 
to stand trial in court. 


It was also requested by the prosecutor and defence 

counsel during proceedings that, in light of the medical 

report, the trial should continue in Westville Prison 
here the men are hospitalised. 


Mr Justice Squires, however, ruled it would be in the 
interest of the state and of justice that the case continue 
in the Supreme Court, Durban. The judge said his 
decision not to postpone the case was based on the 
submission by the counsel for the accused that the trial 
should continue. 


He added that “Should the trial continue and end with 
conviction and sentences, it seems there will be some 
reason that the accused will thereafter end their hunger 
strike”. 


Mr Justice Squires said he had considered the issue of 
holding the trial in prison—wh-re the men would have 
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access to medical facilities—but added he was concerned 
that members of the public might not be permitted to 
attend. 


He also ruled that arrangements should be made to make 
the men comiortable in court and “should it be necessary, 
I'm prepared to adjourn frequently for short periods”. 


During proccedings earlier on Wednesday, the doctor 
attending to the hunger strikers, Trevor Branken, was 
gestioned by the judge, the prosecutor, Mr Bennie Sshon- 
feldt, and the defence lawyer, Mr Cecil Rees, SC [senior 
counsel], on the state of the men’s health. Dr Branken told 
the court they had both lost 16 percent of their body weight 
and were suffering from postural hypertension. He said if 
they were to be subjected to long periods of standing they 
could suffer from fainting spelis or cardiovascular prob- 
lems. They could collapse in court, he added. 


Mr Botha also suffered ‘rom a weak heart and he could 
suffer a heart attack under stress and in his physical 
state, Dr Branken added. He was unsure whether they 
would be abie to concentrate for long penods of time or 
answer questions logically. Dr Branken said it would be 
preferable if the case continued in Westville Prison as 
they would have access to medical facilities at the 
hospital there and their beds where they could rest 
between questioning. 


The hunger-strikers face charges of seven counts of 
murder and 27 counts of attempted murder for their 
alleged role in an attack on a bus carrying black com- 
muters near kwaMashu last year. 


Both have claimed they were acting in revenge for an 
earlier attack on Durban beachfront shoppers by a group 
of black men and youths who ran amok, stabbing ran- 
domly at people nearby. One person died and several 
were injured. 


The hunger-strikers claim their attack was politically 
motivated and they are demanding indemnity. Dr 
Branken said the men had told him they were prepared 
to fast to the death. 


The men have said they are also fasting to highlight the 
plight of rightwing “political prisoners” and the govern- 
ment’s “inconsistencies” in the treatment of left and 
right-wing political prisoners. 


State Prosecutor Views Charges 
MB1I209063891 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
2247 GMT 11 Sep 91 


[Text] Pretoria Sept 11 SAPA—The deputy attorney- 
general of the Transvaal on Wednesday insisted the three 
former rightwing hunger-strikers still faced 25 charges 
relating to two explosions, but conceded some of these 
could be withdrawn when the men appeared in court. Mr 
P H H Fick, also the state prosecutor in the trial against 
the men, Dr Lood van Schalkwyk, Mr Henry Martin and 
Mr Adrian Maritz, said as the charge sheet currently read, 
the men faced 25 charges. However, he felt that 20 of those 


charges, which included those relating to the possession of 
explosives, ‘ell within the area of reasons for indemnity 
made known in April concerning weapons. 


Mr Fick said he was considering withdrawing these 
charges, but had not had the opportunity to do so owing 
to the men not having appeared in court. The charges 
relate to two explosions last year. On August | 1 a bomb 
exploded at a Bloed Street taxi rank and on October 2 a 
parcel bomb exploded in Durban, killing a computer 
consultant. The other five charges—one of murder, two 
of attempted murder and two of malicious damage to 
property—relate specifically to the Bloed Street blast 
and the Durban parcel bomb blast. 


Meanwhile, it will be at least another two days before the 
three former hunger strikers are gradually introduced to 
a normal diet. 


Foreign Minister Welcomes ‘Positive’ UN Report 


MB1109161891 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1611 GMT 11 Sep 91 


[Text] Pretoria Sept 11 SAPA—The minister of foreign 
affairs, Mr Pik Botha, on Wednesday welcomed “positive 
admissions” made in a report of United Nations Secretary- 
General Dr Javier Perez de Cuellar on South Africa. 


Mr Botha said in a statement that although he did not 
agree with some staten 2nts in the report, “important 
positive admissions” included: 


—that the process to end apartheid had remained on 
course during the past 12 months, albeit falteringly at 
times. 

—the impression that South Africa was moving in the 
direction of starting substantive negotiations. 

—the intitiatives to address violence were encouraging, 
in the sense that the momentum giver to the matter a 
year ago could again come on course. 

—the broad consensus that human rights had to be pro- 
tected in a democratic South Africa was encouraging. 
—it was encouraging that an increasing number of South 

African leaders had become aware that there was no 
other realistic way to finding a solution than to come 
together and negotiate about a democratric, non-racial 

future for their country. 


Government Denies Report on Deal for Angclan Oil 


MB1109181491 Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY 
in English 11 Sep 91 p 1 


[Report by Kin Bentley: “SA [South Africa] Denies 
Report of Angola Oil Deal”) 


[Text] London—SA [South Africa] is reported to be 
negotiating a one-off $600m [million] agreement 
allowing it to sell Angolan crude oil on the international 
market, says the London-based trade magazine PETRO- 
LEUM ARGUS. 
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PETROLEUM ARGUS says this 1s the first time since the 
introduction of the 1979 UN oil embargo that SA has 
“openly been offered access to foreign crude supplies and 
potential hard currency earnings of the spot market.” 


However, Central Energy Fund [CEF] chairman Danie 
Vorster yesterday denied that SA had entered into any 
agreement with Angola regarding the sale or purchase of 
Angolan crude oil. BP SA [British Petroleum-South 
Africa] chairman Tony Deacon said he could sot com- 
ment on the Angolan deal. 


A Shell SA spokesman said he was not allowed to 
comment on any matters relating to the supply of oil. 


The ARGUS, quoting “trade sources,” says represenia- 
tives of the Strategic Fuel Fund (SFF) and the Angolan 
oil ministry headed by Petroleum Vice-Minister Deser- 
denio Costa had drafted an agreement. 


Under the pact, it says, Angola would set aside a portion 
of its 500,000/bpd [barrels per day] oil output to guar- 
antee payment for increased imports of foodstuffs and 
mining equipment from SA. 


A spokesman for PETROLEUM ARGUS said yesterday 
SA would not be shipping the crude to its refineries 
because they were not suited to handling the type of 
crude exported by Angola. 


He said crude oi] was Angola's sole product earning 
currency with which to obtain SA foodstuffs, mining 
equipment and technical expertise. He believed if the 
first deal succeeded, others could follow. 


Meanwhile, the latest newsletter of the Dutch Shipping 
Research Bureau, which monitors the oil embargo on SA, 
has reported that an oi! deal with Nigeria is also imminent. 


This, too, was strongly denied by the CEF’s Vorster, who 
said discussions were now in progress—or being contem- 
plated—with regard to the supply of Nigerian crude to SA. 


The bureau said Nigeria was keen to exploit the SA 
market so as to gain access to SA goods. 


The bureau said SA was also interested in a huge gas field 
in Mozambique, with plans to pipe gas via Maputo to the 
Witwatersrand. This report was also denied by Vorster. 


11 Se, Press Review on Current Events, Issues 
MB1109121391 


[Editorial Report] 


THE STAR 


Justice To Be Done in Case of Hunger Strikers— 
Johannesburg THE STAR in English on | 1 September in 
a page 14 editorial welcomes the decision by the three 
right-wing hunger strikers to call off their fast and stand 
trial. “It brings an end to a long saga without subverting 
the judicial system of compromising the rights of the trio 
to a fair trial.” “The at times farcical hunger strike of the 
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tno—the suspicion lingers that they secretly took some 
nutrition—will have served an unintended but salutary 
purpose if 1t warns that justice will be donc, irrespective 
of the purported political motives of future bombers.” 


BUSINESS DAY 


Praise for Stance Against Indemnity for Hunger Stnkers— 
Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY in English on |i Sep- 
tember in a page § editoral says the most important lesson 
of the hunger strike by three mght-wing men awaiting tral 
on charges of murder and attempted murder 1s that “there 
is no need for decent South Africans to feel intimidated by 
the racist mght wing. Neo-Nazis promised a furious back- 
lash were the hunger stnkers to be permitted to die, and 
the more faint-hearted were tempted to give in to this 
threat. Nelson Mandela, citing a humanitarian motive but 
also wanting the hunger strikers to be available to give 
evidence on alleged state involvement in political murder, 
called for the men to be granted indemnity in what would 
be a clear contravention of what remains of our due 
process of law." The men will stand trial and President De 
Klerk and Justice Minister Kobie Coet ce “are to be 
commended for their resolute stance agai t substantial 
pressures from those on the mght, left and centre—the 
AWB [Afrikaner Resistance Movement] and its frends, 
tne ANC and the DP [Democratic Party}—for whom 
principle became a saleable commodity. It is ironic that it 
was the former party of apartheid which realised the 
appeasement this time would be an invitation to future 
nght-wing excesses.” 


SOWETAN 


Government Does Not Bow To Hunger Strikers’ *Black- 
mail’—Johannesburg SOWETAN in English on 11 Sep- 
tember in a page 6 editorial refers to the release on bail 
of three right-wing hunger strikers, saying they did not 
receive indemnity, and “we are also glad that the Gov- 
ernment did not bow to blackmail. It would be grim if 
criminals, or suspected criminals, were allowed to walk 
free every time they threatened to starve themselves to 
death. Let the three rightwingers now be brought before 
court and let justice be seen to be done.” 


12 Sep Press Review 
MB1 209102391 


{Editorial Report] 


THE STAR 


Call For Par .1es Not To Stoke Political Tension—*“This 
week, after the horrific ambush of Inkatha supporters, 
the intemperate IF? [Inkatha Freedom Party] official 
Themba Khoza immediately blamed the ANC [African 
National Congress]. points out a page 18 editorial in 
Johannesburg THE STAR in English on 12 September. 
“He was being true thereby to a shameful tradition 
which has developed in South Africa: the stoking up of 
possible further tension, even violence, by political par- 
ties once an abhorrent event has occurred. There are no 
angels here—all the major parties are guilty.” “But hopes 
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are high that the National Peace Accord to be endorsed 
on Saturday [!4 September] will indeed bind all parties 
to a more far-sighted and responsible modus operandi as 
far as their opponents are concerned.” 


SOWETAN 

Formation of Patnotic Front We!come—Johannesburg 
SOWETAN in English on 12 September in a page 10 
editorial says the formation of a Patriotic Front by the 
ANC, Pan-Africanist Congress (PAC), and Azania. Peo- 
ple’s Congress (Azapo) “could not have come at a better 
time.” “While the real benefits of a united black front will 
only be realised once proper negotiations on South Africa’s 
future begin, the symbolic importance of the Patnotic 
Front now should not be underestimated.” “A blemish 
that remains is the non-participation of the Inkatha 
Freedom Party.” 


Praise for Housing in White Areas Open To All—A second 
editorial on the same page praises the decision by the 
Johannesburg City Council to open its houses in white 
areas to all. The City Council's announcement that “a 
single waiting list will hence*:rth be used to allocate 
housing is yet another apartheid measure to fall. The sight, 
however, of hundreds queueing daily at the council's 
housing office to put their names on the list graphically 
illustrates that apartheid’s legacies will be with us for a 
long time.” SOWETAN also appeals to the government to 
abolish “Own Affairs” housing so that experts “can get to 
work on the mammoth task of overcoming the backlog and 
providing for South Africa's future housing needs.” 


* Results of Cosatu Conference Analyzed 


* ‘Growing Maturity’ Noted 


91/AF1330A Johannesburg THE WEEKLY MAIL 
in English 2-8 Aug 91 p 15 


{Article by Drew Forrest: “Unity-Consc:ous Cosatu 
Comes of Age”’] 


[Text] “May you live in interesting times,” runs the 
Chinese curse. The Congress of South African Trade 
Unions’ [COSATU’s] fourth national congress in Johan- 
nesburg may have been less “interesting” than some of 
its predecessors—but delegates were doubtless glad of 
the fact. 


The electric tensions of the 1987 congress. when the 
“workerist-populist™ controversy was at its peak, were 
entirely absent. So were warring union camps, acrimo- 
nious controversy and the threat of splits. 


This year, three issues and one election, for the position 
of president, went to the vote. It is a comment on the 
spirit of unity in the federation that this was allowed to 
happen—contentious issues were settled in committee 
before the last congress, so strong were fears of division. 


A sign of the times was the close cooperation of Cosatu’s 
biggest guns and former ideological foes, the National 
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Union of Mineworkers [NUM] and the National Union 
of Metalworkers [NUMSA], on potentially hot issues, 
notably “two hats.” 


Union disillusionment with the African National Con- 
gress’ [ANC’s] political style, counterbalanced by the 
universal recognition that labour needs the ANC, have 
helped defuse tensions over Cosatu’s relationship in the 
nationalist movement. Persisting political violence and 
the need for labour to present a common platform ai a 
time of fundamental political change may also have 
drawn unionists together. 


But SA LABOUR BULLETIN editor Kari von Holdt 
makes the point that the lack of controversy also reflects 
Cosatu’s increasing maturity. “Congress is no longer 
seen as a battleground,” he said. “In many cases, it 
endorsed positions already processed in other forums, 
such as conferences and workshops. Where issues were 
unformulated, it tended to defer them.” 


The question of Cosatu economic policy was held over 
for a further conference, and Cosatu’s role in constitu- 
tional negotiations was left to the discretion of the 
central executive committee. 


As predicted, the question of overlapping union-political 
leadership sparked keen debate, with the textile and 
chemical affiliates arguing for a ban on the wearing of 
“two hats” as a threat to union independence. 


This was overwhelmingly rejected, by 1,524 votes to 
617—but there was no danger of a deep split or sour 
after-taste. The final resolution endorses dual leadership, 
with the rider that no one should occupy simultaneous 
full-time union and political posts and that staff should 
work within Cosatu’s mandate and policies when repre- 
senting the federation. 


The majority perspective is that labour should not deny 
the still weak and disorganised ANC and South African 
Coinnunist Party [SACP], its skills and experience when 
the country is at a political watershed. But in other ways, 
delegates aggressively affirmed union autonomy. 


While re-asserting Cosatu’s commitment to the “tripar- 
tite alliance,” as “the engine of our struggle for funda- 
mental transformation,” the congress reserved the right 
to be politically active and to oppose any decision 
detrimentally affecting members, both now and under a 
future state. 


And in a tilt at the ANC’s frequent failure to consult its 
allies, it also decided that no alliance partner should 
unilaterally change an alliance decision. 


Union independence from government, employers and 
political parties was endorsed as a demand for a future 
constitution, as were worker rights such as the right to 
strike, accountable government and a democratically 
planned economy. 


Cosatu also moved to give itself a higher profile and 
more active role in the constitutional process—bui more 
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cautiously than some had expected. The congr ss laid 
heavy stress on the need for a patriotic front as tte basis 
‘or a mass drive for peace and a constituent assembly, 
insisting ‘hat the federation should be independently 
represented in this. 


And although debate tended to favour an indirect role 
for Cosatu through the alliance, it also left open the 
possibility of direct participation in constitutional talks. 


Tensions between the bigger and smaller affiliates are 
said to have been more evident than political rifis— 
notably over whether to launch a Cosatu farmworkers’ 
union, which also went to the vote. 


That the food, paper and textile affiliates all have poten- 
tial farmworkers in their ranks—there are 25,000 in the 
Food and Allied Workers Union—partly explains their 
resistance to the idea. 


But sources say they were also reacting against the heavy- 
weight Numsa and NUM, which spearheaded the push for 
a separate farm union. Congress ultimately endorsed the 
proposal, mandating the CEC [Central Executive Com- 
mittee] to develop an organising programme. 


Also voted down was a move to make Cosatu “more than 
the sum of its parts” by empowering it to intervene 
directly in the affairs of troubled affiliates on a direct 
approach by workers. 


The ¢csire for unity, whether of workers or more broadly 
oi the “oppressed,” surfaced in a variety of ways. Iden- 
tifying the public sector as Cosatu’s “major organisa- 
tional challenge,” delegates decided on the need for a 
single public sector union. 


Material and political backing for Popcru, the police and 
prisons union, was endorsed, as was the need for inten- 
sified organisation in rural areas and homelands. Con- 
gress also agreed to .arget white, coloured and Indian 
workers by “promoting working class consciousness” 
and through sectoral campaigns benefiting all races, and 
to develop strategies accommodating white-collar 
workers. 


A vital pointer was the enthusiastic ovation for National 
Council of Trade Unions [Nactu] general secretary Cun- 
ningham Ngcukana, who argued in a speech to the 
congress for a single union federation and the convening 
of a summit on trade union unity “without delay.” 


To facilitate mergers, the congress agreed to “accommo- 
date a wider range of political differences within Cosatu, 
provided our principles are not compromised.” It also 
endorsed a workers’ summit for later this year, to which 
Nactu and non-aligned unions will be invited. 


With moves towards a patriotic front, conditions for 
labour unity are much improved. Nactu may also be 
under internal and international pressure to sink its 
differences with Cosatu—observers consider it highly 
significant that Ngcukana, seen in the past as an Afri- 
canist “hawk,” should plead for one federation. 
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But the obstacles should not be underestimated. In the 
“two hats” debate, Cosatu’s chemical union warned that 
dual leaderships could hamper unity. 


And Ngcukana himself hinted that political alliances and 
syn.pathies remained a hurdle to be crossed. “We should 
transcend parochial political positions and unite workers 
on the basis of working principles and interests,” he said. 


* More Political Impact 


91AF1330B Johannesburg THE NEW NATION 
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[Text] Cosatu [Congress of South African T~> 4¢ | 'nions} 
ended its four-day national congress ° Aeter- 
mined to make a more decisive impa ont ~ , litical 
processes than it has since the unt ing o te key 
liberation movements more than 18 1 Pago 


In a significant shift in emphasis, delegates emerged from 
the meeting having committed themselves to removing the 
Nationalist Party (NP) government from power. 


“It was no longer 2 question of mobilising for a non-racial 
democratic South Africa—the priority now is for this 
government to be removed. | think that is significant.” 


This was how the federation’s first vice president, Chris 
Diamini summed up the importance of the programme 
that emerged from Cosatu's Fourth National Congress in 
Johannesburg. 


Urgency 


“Delegates were also saying that the question of 
installing an interim government must become a matter 
of urgency,” Mamini said. 


The federation says it will mobilise its massive constit- 
uency through a programme of action that could culmi- 
nate in a general strike. And one of the first steps it will 
take in this direction will be to demand from bosses that 
they stop deducting taxes from workers. 


Diamini says this demand will be raised by shop stew- 
ards and organisers at every level. Cosatu will also call on 
the South African Consultative Committee on Labour 
Affairs (Saccola), an employer collective, to support the 
demand for an end to taxation under an NP government. 


Diamini, however, says the campaign to remove the NP 
government will be discussed with its allies as well as 
with other constituencies in the labour movement at a 
workers’ summit. Cosatu has proposed that a workers’ 
summit take place next month. 


It is therefore unlikely that a general strike, if finally 
agreed upon, will take place before September. 


The emphasis on consultation also reflected earlier con- 
cerns that the alliance was not functioning as effectively 
as it should. 
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Guidelines 
Debates around the workings of the alliance produced a 
number of guidelines intended to govern the functioning 


of the partnership, one of which was the need for prior 
consultation on mor policy issues and mass action. 


And it was in this context that delegates called for wider 
consultation around the plarined action against taxation 
and in support of an interim government. 


Delegates from the Transport and General Workers’ 
Union (T&GWU) also stressed that no party to the 
alliance could unilaterally change decisions agreed upon 
at an alliance level. 


Cosatu also placed considerable emphasis on prioritising 
campaigns within the alliance which reflect working class 
interests. When seen agairst the background of the 
emphasis on consensus <jecision making within the alli- 
ance, Cosatu’s position will ensure that any alliance 
programme it agrees to will have a working class bias. 


Some of the most lively de. ates at the congress occurred 
around key political policy .ssues. According to Diamini, 
the most heated debate centred around the many caps 
issue. The sensitivity of the debate was also apparent 
from the fact that th” resolution on the issue had to be 
put to the vote after «riegaies failed to reach consensus. 


This was not unexpected given the fact that affiliates 
have held diametrically opposing views on this issue. 
The breadth of divergence immediately becomes 
apparent from a cursory glance at the resolutions that 
formed the basis for debate. 


Compromised 


Delegates from the South African Clothing and Textile 
Workers’ Union (Sactwu) submitted a resolution which 
argued against multiple leadership. !t argued that while 
there was consensus in Cosatu on the independence of 
the trade union movement, this independence would be 
compromised by leaders in the federation holding posi- 
tions in more than one structure 


It therefore proposed that officials of Cosatu and mem- 
bers of its executive committee should not hold leader- 
ship positions in party political structures. This was also 
important for the sake of trade union unity, Sactwu 
argued in its draft resolution. 


Cosatu’s Chemical Workers’ Industrial Union (CWIU) 
took a similar position on the basis that dual leadership 
had resulted in unionists not carrying out their member- 
ship responsibility. 


Food and Allied Workers’ Union (Fawu) delegates 
argued a completely different position in which they 
pointed out that, “in a national democratic struggle, 
there was nothing like wearing many caps.” 


They also said that it was in line with the Cosatu preamble 
that workers must actively be involved in progressive 
organisations which advance their own interests. 
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Proviso 


T&GWU took a similar position and said “Cosatu 
leaders should make themselves available for positions 
within the ANC [African National Congress], SACP 
{South African Communist Party] at all levels on the 
Strict proviso that this is not done at the expense or 
negligence of their trade union functions.” 


Delegates voted for a compromise resolution on the many 
caps issue, which bars leaders holding more than one 
full-time position in a union and in a political organisation. 


This effectively rules out the possibility of leaders in the 
federation’s secretariat holding positions in party polit- 
ical structures. 


Retain 


However, the federation’s president, John Gomomo and 
first vice president Chris Dlamini, both of whom served 
on the SACP’s Interim Leadership Group, will be able to 
retain their posts in terms of the resolution. 


Another resolution that had to be put to the vote was 
whether Cosatu should at this point move towards 
building a farmworkers’ union. 


There are already three Cosatu affiliates organising in 
this sector, including the SA Clothing and Textile 
Workers’ Union (Sactwu), the Food and Allied Workers’ 
Union (Fawu) and the Paper, Printing, Wood and Allied 
Workers’ Union (Ppwawu). 


Their collective membership in the agricultural sector is 
said to be in the region of between 30,000 and 40,000. 
This is seen largely as a failure to effectively organise the 
sector which has an estimated 1|.3-million workers. 


While some affiliates remained opposed to the establish- 
ment of a separate union “or farmworkers on the basis that 
conditions for organising in the sector remained difficult, 
delegates voted in favour of launching a separate union. 


Maturity 


Although debates were heated and positions varied a 
great deal, a higher level of political maturity among 
affiliates ensured that Cosatu remained united and that 
majority positions triumphed in the end, says Dlamini. 


The intensity of the debates, Dlamini pointed out, did 
not only reflect the widely divergent views held in the 
federation but also the critical phase in political devel- 
opments in the country and the transition to a non-racial 
democracy. 


It also reflected the seriousness with which these develop- 
ments were being viewed within the labour movement. 


The entry into a new phase in the political transition was 
also reflected in the change in leadership of the federation. 


Sydney Mufamadi, Cosatu’s assistant general secretary 
since the federation’s launch in 1985, was recently 
elected to the ANC working committee, a full-time 


FBIS-AFR-91-177 
12 September 1991 


responsibility and therefore opted not to stand for re- 
election. His post was filled by Transport and General 
Workers’ Union : resident, Sam Shilowa. 


There was also a close contest for the p:esident’s post left 
vacant by inaugural president Elijah Barayi. A difference 
of about 80 votes is said to have separated Dlamini and 
Gomomo, the main contenders for the position of presi- 
dency. 


Delegates also agreed that Cosatu should be part of the 
Patriotic Front [PF] and also spelt out the character of 
Organisations that should be drawn into the front. 


Only those organisations and parties which “have a culture 
of political tolerance’ would be permitied to join the PF. 
This will effectively rule out a number of homeland 
administrations including Inkatha, which is widely per- 
ceived within the democratic movement as being intol- 
erant of other political tendencies. 


Welcome 


But formations like the ruling council in Transkei will in 
all likelihood be welcome to join the front. One of the 
major concerns during the course of the debate on the 
criteria that should apply in deciding who qualifies to 
participate in the PF, was around the need to avoid 
debates which dominated the banned Anti-Apartheid 
Conference in 1988 and the Conference for a Demo- 
cratic Future (CDF) a year later. 


Diamini points out that while there was lively and 
sometimes heated debate, a large degree of consensus 
also characterised the congress and that this was made 
possible mainly by a resolutions committee which had 
been at work on draft resolutions for months before last 
week’s meeting. 


This is the first time that a resolutions committee was 
established in an attempt to find consensus on as many 
issues as possible. 


* Resolutions, Policies 
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[Text] 


Political Issues: 


Violence: Delegates resolved to endorse the campaign 
for: 


¢ codes of conduct for political organisations; 

¢ codes of conduct for security forces, including indus- 
trial security forces; 

* reconstruction programmes for communities 
destroyed by the viclence; 

¢ enforcement mechanisms such as a statutory standing 
commission and a peace secretariat at national, 
regional and local level. 


Delegates also resolved to support the establishment of 
defence units, which must be run democratically. 
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Socialism: In a draft resolution to be submitted to the 
CEC [Central Executive Committee] for further discus- 
sion, the federation re-affirms its support for a demo- 
cratic socialist system as the only system which can solve 
the country’s social and economic problems. It also came 
Out in support of the call for a conference of the left 
aimed at unifying the left. 


Economic Issues: 


In the short term, Cosatu [Congress of South African 
Trade Unions] committed itself to working towards 
changing the economy from one of low wages and high 
costs to one of high wages and low costs. This will be an 
interim programme for restructuring the economy which 
will take the country to a system of democratic socialism. 
This will require negotiations with employers and the 
State, says Cosatu. Among the demands it will raise at this 
level are: 


* The establishment of big job creation programmes; 

¢ The negotiation of changes to organisation of produc- 
tion, use of profit, investment decisions, and research 
and development. 


International Issues: 


Sanctions: Delegates decided that any call for the relax- 
ation of sanction should be linked to the imposition of an 
investment code which sets socially acceptable standards 
for trade and investment. Such a code will include 
internationally recognised worker rights. 


In the context of the disclosure of state funding, Cosatu 
called for the “rnaintenance of all present measures 
against the regime un‘il clear transitional arrangements 
towards a democratic SA [Republic of South Africa] 
have been sorted out.” 


International links: Cosatu re-affirmed its position on 
non-affiliation to international union federations, 
including the International Confedera..on of Free Trade 
Unions and the World Federation of Trade Unions. 


It also decided to maintain bilateral and multi-lateral 
links with national union centres in the industrialised 
countries. 


Cosatu resolved to affiliate to the Organisation of 
African Trade Union Unity (Oatuu). Delegates also 
committed the federation to taking active steps to 
Strengthen union organisations in Swaziland and 
Lesotho, whose economies are closely tied to that of SA. 


Organisational Issues: 


Public Sector: Delegates resolved that the federation 
should commit itself to either forming one public sector 
union or facilitating the formation of single industrial 
unions within the public sector. 


Prisons and police: Cosatu committed itself to assisting 
Popcru [the police and prisons union] although it 
remained organisationally very weak. The formation of a 
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strong union in this sector required the political and 
material backing of Cosatu, delegates noted. 


Unemployed: Delegates pointed out that the respors’- 
bility of organising the unemployed was not the scle 
responsibility of the union movement, but must also 
involve political, civic and youth organisations. 


Cosatu, together with youth and civic organisations, 
should explore the establishment of a network of com- 
munity-based advice centres for the unemployed to deal 
with issues like unemployment insurance, identifying 
training Opportunities and directing the jobless to public 
works programmes where they exist. 


* Relations With IMF 
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[Article by Ferial Haffajee: ““Cosatu Wary of IMF's 
‘Tarnished Reputation’”’} 


[Text] The Congress of South African Trade Unions’ 
{COSATU’s] refusal of government’s invitation to meet 
the International Monetary Fund signals its deep suspi- 
cion of international financial institutions. 


In a report tabled at the federation’s national congress 
this week, Cosatu general secretary Jay Naidoo com- 
ments that “if the activities of the IMF and the World 
Bank in other countries are any indication, their pro- 
posals will not meet our people’s needs and will hit the 
working class in particular.” 


Cosatu’s Neil Coleman said the federation had turned 
down government’s invitation because Cosatu was an 
independent organisation which should be approached 
independent!v bv the IMF. 


But IMF policy is to meet only governments, according 
to the finance ministry, which is coordinating the IMF 
mission. To date, Cosatu has not been approached by the 
IMF. 


Cosatu was likely to discuss its future relationship with 
the IMF and the World Bank at this week’s congress, said 
Coleman. “There is concern in Cosatu about the IMF 
dictating economic policy to African countries,” he 
stressed, adding that Cosatu’s proposed investment code 
was likely to run counter to IMF policy in Africa. 


He also said the federation would be guided by the 
Organisation of African Trade Union Unity (Oatuu), 
which has set up an alternative programme to that of the 
IMF. 


Reports this week suggested the IMF was interested in 
discussing with Cosatu the effects of increased unionisa- 
tion on the wage settlements and wage differentials. It 
would also investigate the impact of wage increases and 
the factors inhibiting productivity. 


Ben Turok, director of the Institute for African Alterna- 
tives and noted critic of the IMF and World Bank, said 
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the IMF was clearly attempting to assess the strength of 
the South African labour movement. 


He warned that IMF policy in Ghana and Zambia had 
forced governments to “put the squeeze on strong trade 
unions.” In addition, the fund typically demanded public 
service job cuts as a way of reducing state expenditure. 


Cosatu’s stance on the IMF is linked to the fund's 
historical closeness to South Africa. The IMF gave a loan 
to South Africa in 1976, just five months after the 
Soweto uprising. 


Vishnu Padyachee, of the Institute for Social and Eco- 
nomic Research at the University of Durban-Westville, 
said the IMF had helped to placate South Africa's foreign 
bank creditors in the aftermath of the Soweto upheavals. 
“The IMF played an important role in supporting the 
apartheid state,” he added. 


In an exclusive interview with THE WEEKLY MAIL, 
Oatuu secretary general Hassan Sunmonu, who is deliv- 
ering a keynote address at the Cosatu congress, said the 
IMF’s reputation in Africa was tarnished. 


He said that far from providing financial relief, the IMF 
wa. responsible for bankruptcy of many African states. 


The IMF set structural adjustment programmes for all 
countries it helped, but imposed the same regime for 
every African economy. “It’s a quack doctor,” he said, 
“prescribing the same medicine for different illnesses.” 


The five typical features of the fund’s programmes in 
Africa were currency devaluation, public service 
retrenchments, dropping of government subsidies, trade 
liberalisation and privatisation. 


Sunmonu said currencies had been devalued by up to 300 
percent in countries such as Ghana and Nigeria. Public 
services in many African states had been slashed by almost 
half, with disastrous results for health and education. 


By insisting on the removal of state subsidies on food, fuel, 
education and housing, the prices of these commodities 
had rocketed, Sunmonu claimed. Many local industries 
had been destroyed by IMF-imposed trade liberalisation. 


Oatuu’s alternative adjustment programme was “‘people- 
centred rather than balance of payments-centred,” he 
concluded. 


* Shortcomings Examined 


91AF1330E Johannesburg THE WEEKLY MAIL 
in English 1 Aug 91 p 12 


[Article by Drew Forrest. The Congress of South African 
Trade Unions’ strength was underlined at its national 
congress this week—paradoxically by a soul-searching 
report which highlighted the giant federation’s weak- 
nesses. } 


[Text] The weaknesses of the Congress of South African 
Trade Unions [COSATU] are placed under the spotlight 
in a remarkably frank report which was presented by 
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general secretary Jay Naidoo to the federation’s fourth 
national congress this week. The secretariat report high- 
lights the threefold increase in membership since Cosatu 
was launched, to its current figure of 1.25-million, as 
well as Cosatu’s growing unity. 


“Differences are debated with more openness than pre- 
viously,” it says. 


It also stresses “massive expansion of unionisation”™ in 
the public sector and in the homelands and the 
increasing success of Cosatu campaigns, notably on the 
Labour Relations Act and privatisation. But Naidoo also 
homes in on Cosatu’s shortcomings, including: 


e Its heavy dependency on grant finance, which last 
year accounted for 83 percent of income. 


The report stresses that if all affiliation fees are regularly 
paid—and some affiliates are known to be in arrears—an 
annual income of R[{rands}!.5-million would be realised. 
The cost of the congress alone is given as R1-million. 


¢ The weakness of key regions, notably Cosatu’s largest, 
the Witwatersrand. In this region, mass actions had 
been poorly attended and affiliates had “consistently 
failed to focus on basic organisational work at both a 
political and trade union level.” 


The report reveals that only one May Day rally, attended 
by 4,000 pecale, was staged in the Wits region. 


Although 200,000 people attended such rallies nation- 
wide, half the attendance was in the Eastern Cape. 


Cosatu’s second-largest region, Southern Natal, is also 
criticised for inconsistent participation by affiliates, 
while the Western Cape and Northern Natal are singled 
out for lack of affiliate cooperation. 


¢ Asa result of political violence and the involvement 
of Cosatu activists in rebuilding the African National 
Congress [ANC] and South African Communist Party 
[SACP], attendance had dropped at many federation 
and affiliate meetings. 


“Key officials and leaders began spending too much time 
on work at a political level, and not sufficient on 
consolidating our orgnaisational base,” the report says. 


¢ Despite Cosatu’s policy of worker control and leader- 
ship, understanding of key issues confronting the 
federation, such as the economic crisis, was limited to 
a ‘‘small layer of officials and worker leaders.” 


¢ Cosatu’s key public service affiliate, the National 
Education Health and Allied Workers’ Union, 
remained “structurally, administratively and organi- 
sationally weak,”’ despite Cosatu assistance. 


The South African Domestic Workers’ Union remained 
weak, and despite progress in consolidating membership 
and moving towards self-sufficiency, problems persisted 
in the Construction and Allied Workers’ Union. 
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¢ Cosatu’s attempt to organise the unemployed through 
the National Unemployed Workers’ Co-ordinating 
Committee had failed, while some of the R!-million 
allocated to the project had not been accounted for. 


The report says organisation of the jobless cannot be 
addressed by Cosatu alone, adding that a broader work- 
shop involving allies and civics is planned. 


Naidoo reports “signs of improvement” and better co- 
ordination in Cosatu’s alliance with the ANC and SACP, 
although much remained to be done in building the 
partnership. 


Problems highlighted include the lack of a clear alliance 
programme, lack of consultation with Cosatu, “often 
treated as a junior partner,” poor co-ordination and a 
lack of solid organisation and effective mass action. 


However, Naidoo stresses that Cosatu “remains com- 
mitted to the alliance despite these problems,” as the 
surest way to achieve “many of our basic democratic 
demands.” 


¢ In a statement delivered at the congress, ANC 
national chairman Oliver Tambo stressed that 
Cosatu’s independence would be “defended by all 
democratic forces.” 


“Even under a democratic government, we shall be 
richer by having independent trade unions not subject to 
state control,” he said. 


However, he added that worker struggles could only 
succeed when workers acted in concert with “other 
progressive forces in society.” 


* Paper Analyzes Trends in Union Activity 


91A4F1331B Johannesburg WORK IN PROGRESS 
in English Aug 91 pp 38-39 


{Article by Glenda Daniels and Devan Pillay; quotation 
marks as published] 


[Text] The current economic recession, and the accom- 
panying high level of retrenchments, has resulted in 
unions taking slower resort to strike action this year, as 
compared to last year. This, coupled with several other 
developments, in particular the changed political cli- 
mate, has moved the labour movement towards a new 
style of thinking and operating. 


Cosatu [Congress of South African Trade Unions] in 
recent months has been debating economic restructuring 
and the conditions under which this should take place; 
calls for centralised bargaining; discussions about ‘social 
contracts’ and ‘participative management’; talks about 
mergers between some of its affiliates, and unity with 
unions that remain outside the federation; and labour’s 
role in the political future of the country. These questions 
have been occupying the forefront of union thinking. 
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These developments happen at a time when Cosatu has been 
slipping away from the political centre stage it occupied for 
the last few years, to make way for the ANC [African 
National Congress] and SACP [South African Communist 
Party]. Although, as part of the triple alliance, Cosatu will 
continue to participate within the political arena, its new 
emphasis has afforded the union movement greater space to 
focus on reconstruction and developmental issues. 


In recent years some employers have involved sections 
of their workforce in ‘participative management’, where 
workers play a greater role in decision-making (following 
the Japanese model). This trend can be linked to the 
unions’ quest for centralised bargaining as, amongst 
other things, the most effective level at which to nego- 
tiate with employers over far-reaching changes at the 
workplace. 


Related to this is the possibility of a ‘social contract’ 
being formed between labour, capital and the (future) 
state, where conflict becomes much more firmly institu- 
tionalised, through greater cooperation and concessions 
on all sides (as in West European democracies). We have 
seen traces of this in the NUM [National Union of 
Mineworkers]-Ergo agreement, where the union and 
employers came to an agreement on profit-linked wage 
increases within the highly depressed climate of the 
mining industry. Cosatu and Nactu’s [National Confed- 
eration of Trade Unions’] participation in the National 
Manpower Commission, which includes representatives 
of the state and capital, also signify a desire on all sides 
to reduce tension and increase mutual cooperation. 


Jay Naidoo, general secretary of Cosatu, said recently 
that labour, employers and government must begin set- 
ting up democratic processes in civil institutions that 
influence broader society. ‘Any political transition, to be 
successful, will have to deliver the goods on the ground. 
The employers, the state and worker organisations must 
try to develop a common approach to problems,’ said 
Naidoo (FINANCIAL MAIL, 19/7/91). 


Social agreements might be a strategy of labour to take 
the initiative to ensure, under conditions more favour- 
able to workers, increased economic growth and devel- 
opment. It is possible that unions are merely testing the 
waters to see how much can be gained from increased 
cooperation with employers and the state, which means 
it might not necessarily be a trend. 


But if a ‘social contract’ is a serious strategy for the long 
term, then the union movement is sure to consider it in 
terms of its socialist objectives. As things stand, however, 
the debate on a future ‘social contract’ has only begun, and 
the issues around it are still fresh and undeveloped. 


Another issue that still remains unresolved among Cosatu 
affiliates is the national minimum wage. There has been 
little agreement about whether Cosatu supports a national 
minimum wage, with some affiliates (e.g., Sactwu [South 
African Clothing and Textile Workers’ Union]) opposed to 
it, while others (notably the NUM) firmly in favour. 
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Over 70,000 workers were retrenched in the past 12 
months, and it seems like thousands more will lose their 
jobs in the months to come, say some researchers. The 
estimated number of unemployed in the country is more 
than five million. And as recession hits harder, so have 
wage demands (and resistance to those demands) 
become tougher in certain sectors. 


While the more established unions in Cosatu are dis- 
playing greater caution, Cosatu’s newest force, the rela- 
tively small public sector unions like the Post and 
Telecommunications Workers Association (Potwa), the 
National Education, Health and Allied Workers Union 
(Nehawu) and the South African Railway and Harbour 
Workers Union (Sarhwu), have engaged in the most 
militant action over the past six months. 


Telecommunications and postal workers countrywide 
engaged in a protracted dispute this year with the South 
African Post and Telecommunications Employers Asso- 
ciation, over imposed wages and an end to the commer- 
cialisation of the postal sector. 


Health workers were involved in disputes with the pro- 
vincial administrations over improved working condi- 
tions, recognition of the union (Nehawu), wages and 
provident fund. By the end of July, railway workers were 
still locked in battle with Spoornet over wages. During 
the first day of the Cosatu congress, 30,000 workers 
marched through the streets of Johannesburg, 
demanding a R[rands]}!,500 minimum wage, and a 40- 
percent increase for all Sarhwu members. 


One established union, however, has also been involved in 
militant action recently. Over 24,000 vehicle assembly 
workers from Cosatu’s largest affiliate, the National Union 
of Metalworkers of South Africa (Numsa), went on strike 
for four days over wages and the restructuring of the auto 
and tyre industries. The dispute, which was not fully 
settled by the time of going to press (29 July), is said to 
have cost the industry R60m a day in lost turnover. 


As the graphs on the previous page show, [graphs not 
reproduced] the public sector led all other sectors in 
disputes during the first half of this year. followed by food, 
transport, chemical, paper, engineering, textile and wood. 


WIP monitored 35 strikes and disputes since January 1991 
to mid-July involving 96,511 workers. Of these 71 percent 
were strikes, 14 percent were stoppages, || percent sit-ins 
and 3 percent lockouts. The trigger causing most strikes 
was wages, followed by dismissals, conditions of service, 
centralised bargaining and racism. Of these, six were 
national strikes held at Cadbury, Metro Cash ‘n Carry, 
Metropolitan Life, Post and Telecommunications, Wal- 
tons and the vehicle and tyre industry. 


The most active region during this period was the Trans- 
vaa!. where 35 percent of all strikes occurred, followed 
cl »y the Cape (34 percent of all strikes), Natal (11 
Transkei and Bophuthatswana (3 percent each). 
rcent of all strikes were national strikes. 
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Cosatu Membership by Affiliate (1991) 


CAWU 30,123 
CWIU 45,147 
FAWU 129,480 
NEHAWU 18,110 
NUMSA 273,241 
NUM 269,622 
POTWA 21,467 
PPWAWU 42,962 
SADWU 16,462 
SAMWU 60,304 
SACCAWU 96,628 
SACTWU 185,740 
SARHWU 36,243 
TGWU 33,324 
TOTAL 1,258,853 
By Percentage 
CAWU (2.4%) 
CWIU (3.6%) 
FAWU (10.3%) 
NEHAWU (1.4%) 
NUMSA (21.7%) 
NUM (21.4%) 
POTWA (1.7%) 
PPWAWU (3.4%) 
SADWU (1.3%) 
SAMWU (4.8%) 
SACCAWU (7.7%) 
SACTWU (14.8%) 
SARHWU (2.9%) 
TGWU (2.6%) 


{Boxed item under table] 


Cosatu’s membership grows dramatically 


At its ‘th national congress during 24-27 July, Cosatu 
announced an increase in total paid-up membership 
from 462,359 in 1985 to 1,258,853 in 1991, an increase 
of 172 percent in less than six years. As general secretary 
Jay Naidoo said at the congress, this growth rate is 
among the highest in the world. At its 1989 congress, 
Cosatu had a membership of 924,499. Thus in two years 
the member ship rose by 36 percent. 


As the graph and table show, Cosatu’s largest affiliate is 
now Numsa, with 273,241 members, just ahead of the 
NUM (previously the largest affiliate) with 269,622 
members. The textile union, Sactwu, is third largest with 
185,740 members, followed by Fawu (129,480 mem- 
bers), Saccawu (96,628), Samwu (60,304) and Csiu 
[Chemical Workers’ Industrial Union] (45,147). 


FBIS-AFR-91-177 
12 September 1991 


If Fawu and Saccawu merge, as has been suggested 
recently, then the new union will become the third 
largest affiliate, with 226,108 members. 


The transport unions Sarhwu and TGWU are also set to 
merge, probably with unions outside the federation, 
which is likely to bring a combined membership 
approaching 80,000.—Devan Pillay. [end boxed item] 


* PWV Area Leads Country in Population Increase 


91AF1332B Johannesburg THE CITIZEN 
in English 8 Aug 91 p 15 


{[Article: “Population Explosion Worst in PWV} 


[Text] The PWV [Pretoria-Witwatersrand- Vereeniging] 
area 1s likely to be the worst affected by the country’s 
current population explosion, a leading demographer 
said yesterday in Pretoria. 


Professor Hennie Swanepoel, of UNISA’s Development 
Administration Department and a member of the 
Council for Population Development, warned that the 
growing flood of rural Blacks to the PWV could become 
a virtually insurmountable problem. 


Addressing a meeting in Johannesburg of the PWV 
regional development action committee, he said that a 
major reason for the threat was the higher birth rate of 
Blacks in rural areas, which could result in export of the 
overpopulation to urban areas. 


In 1985, 22.4 percent, or 7.5 million, of the country’s 
inhabitants lived in the PWV area, which comprises 6.6 
percent of the total SA [Republic of South Africa]. Of 
these, nearly 70 percent, or 5.1 million, were Blacks— 
and more than 20 percent of all Black people in South 
Africa were now living in it. 


Statistics indicated that fertile females of all colours in 
the neighbouring rural areas had presently the potential 
to give birth to more than 9 million children. 


* Ramaphosa: ANC View of Interim Government 


9/AF1332C Johannesburg THE WEEKLY MAIL 
in English 9-15 Aug 91 p 16 


[Report on interview of Cyril Ramaphosa, secretary 
general of the Africa: National Congress, ANC, by 
Phillip Van Niekerk: “Giving Flesh to the Notion of 
Interim Government”; place and date not given; first 
paragraph is THE WEEKLY MAIL introduction] 


[Text] The actual shape of an interim government is still 
only a hazy outline. Cyril Ramaphosa, the man at the 
helm of the African National Congress in the past weeks, 
provides an insight into ANC thinking. 


A credible interim government will involve not just 
placing representatives from other parties in the cabinet, 
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but tampering with the civil service itself, says Syril 
Ramaphosa, secretary general of the African National 
Congress. 


In a wide-ranging interview with THE WEEKLY MAIL 
this week, Ramaphosa said the prime areas of joint 
control that the ANC would be aiming for would include 
the security forces and the broadcasting media, but 
added “I think you have to go way beyond that.” 


The Inkathagate scandal has transformed the political 
scene in South Africa, cutting through the impasse over 
political-prisoner releases, the return of exiles and the 
township violence, and opening the way for an all-party 
conference to begin the real task of negotiations. 


Both the government and the ANC agree that item 
number one on the conference agenda will be an interim 
government or “transitional arrangements,” but the 
actual shape it will take is still only a hazy outline in the 
minds of both major parties. 


Ramaphosa said that within the ANC there is an inten- 
sive discussion on how to give flesh to the notion of an 
interim government. 


“Whilst it holds out the dangers of co-option, if it 1s 
properly structured, the dangers are much reduced,” he 
said. 


“By an interim government, we are talking about a 
sovereign body which will be vested with the instruments 
of state power. 


“We will no doubt have the National Party [NP] and all 
other parties participating. 


“There's also the question of the civil service—the real 
rockbed of apartheid. It is the civil service that has to run 
elections, and if you’re not going to tamper with the way 
the civil service works, then the end result is going to 
look like an apartheid government. 


“The concept of an interim government will become 
much clearer for us when the consultation process among 
our members has reached its conclusion and also at the 
all-party conference, when our proposals on the table will 
have been gone through thoroughly. What is clear ts that 
we do not want to go through the transition process with 
a De Klerk government. 


“I think De Klerk has set his mind against giving up the 
sovereignty of his government. There is some hope, to 
the extent that he is prepared to talk, and we will be 
going in there to demonstrate to him that an interim 
government is the best route to be taken.” 


Ramaphos, said the significance of the interim govern- 
ment for ‘he ANC was that it would be an insurance 
policy during the negotiations. 


“Its overall importance has to do with injecting confi- 
dence in the whole negotiation process. The feeling on 
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the ground is that there is very little that you can trust in 
De Klerk and in a Nat government. 


“Because they cannot be trusted, they cannot therefore 
act as player and referee and hope to hang on to the reins 
of power. Government can have a very big influence on 
whatever settlement emanates. 


“I think if we allow the Nat government to proceed in 
government, we will actually be making sure that we 
have a recipe for disaster afterwards. 


“Apart from the fact that they are going to undermine 
agreements that we've reached, there’s a chance that we 
might be forced to get into agreements that may not be 
popular or we might be forced to get into agreements of 
convenience with them that will never last the test of 
time.” 


Ramaphosa said among the elements that would be 
regulated by an interim government would be the police, 
the defence force and the South African Broadcasting 
Corporation. 


“An interim government will not just be political 
involvement. It will go beyond to include the operatives 
to ensure that the interim government will be fully 
involved in the structures of the police force and the 
defence force.” 


Ramaphosa said another concept the ANC was dealing 
with was the role of the international community during 
the transition phase, but that it was still a bit early to see 
whether they could play the same role as they played in 
Namibia. 


“There is a case to be made out for the involvement of 
the international community. They have been involved 
in a number of other conflicts and have been involved in 
South Africa in an indirect way in terms of putting 
pressure through sanctions and the adoption of the 
Harare and United Nations declarations. 


“A case can be made for their direct participation, but it 
iS premature to say how. But things have advanced to a 
pot where v > think the involvement of a neutral party 
in the negotiating process is going to become a reality. 


‘We have to decide who that neutral party will be, who 
will convene the all-party conference, who will chair it, 
and so forth. 


“We've had success with neutral players already—that 
is, the church and business—in the peace talks. One 
cannot say whether they will be called to play that role in 
the constitutional process.” 


Ramaphosa said he had not yet settled in his own mind 
how the all-party conference is to be convened. 


“Government envisages a meeting to talk about planning 
an all-party conference. That could involve the govern- 
ment and the ANC, and at that meeting there could be 
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agreement on handing over to a neutral party that could 
convene a planning committee where all parties are 
represented.” 


Ramaphosa said it was not inconceivable that the all- 
party conference would sit this year or at the beginning 
of next year. 


“Preparatory things have to be done—invitations have 
to go out, you have to check the credentials of every 
organisation, criteria have to be agreed on, and so forth. 


“But there are many pitfalls along the way, just as there 
are hopeful points. Depending on how all parties partic- 
ipate in the process, we may find that we speed up the 
process and reach rich, good agreements or everything 
comes to a standstill. We at the ANC are hopeful that we 
will be able to steer clear of the pitfails.” 


On ANC co-operation with Inkatha, Ramaphosa said: 
“We cannot run away from the fact that Inkatha is also 
a player on the political scene. What we have said is that 
we're going to review our relationship with Inkatha 
because it has proved that it’s not an independent 
political party, as we thought it was. 


“That review will be taking place at all levels—regional, 
branch, national—and when it is completed, we will be 
able to take a position.” 


Ramaphosa said the obstacles to negotiation would still 
have to be removed, but “the main emphasis now is on 
the removal of the major obstacle—the government.” 


* Company Provides Screens for Polish Colliery 


91AF1332D Johannesburg ENGINEERING NEWS 
in English 16 Aug 91 p 13 


[Article: “Polish Order SA [Republic of South Africa] 
Screens for Colliery Rehabilitation’’] 


[Text] An export order for the supply of two vibratory 
screens to a coal mine in Poland has been won by a 
Krugersdorp vibratory equipment specialist. 


Vibramech which designs and manufactures vibratory 
equipment, is to supply two vibratory screens for the 
rehabilitation of an existing colliery in Poland. 


This is the first export order to the Eastern Bloc for the 
company which is enjoying success in the export market 
with recent orders for the supply of screens to the United 
States, Republic of Guinea and Israel. 


“However, we are particularly pleased to have won this 
contract as Poland is a large producer of coal and 
represents a major potential market for us,” says the 
company director Pieter Beilingan. 


“Our equipment is ideally suited to the Polish mining 
industry as it is simply to install and operate, the 
machines have proved particularly reliable and require 
minimum maintenance,” he says. 
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Since its establishment in 1976, the company has 
designed, manufactured and supplied 2,500 vibratory 
machines to mines throughout South Africa as well as to 
countries in central and southern Africa. 


* Development Projects Planned for Natal Regions 


91AF1332E Johannesburg ENGINEERING NEWS 
in English 16 Aug 91 p 9 


[Article by David McKay, staff writer of THE ENGI- 
NEERING NEWS: “R{[rands]5-Billion for Growing 
Trend of Development”’} 


[Text] At least R5-billion has been earmarked for 
Natal—much of it to be funnelled into Richards Bay and 
Durban—as part of the growing trend of industrial 
investment planned for the region, a survey by THE 
ENGINEERING NEWS reveals. 


Growth patterns stem from the growing capabilities of 
Sowi!. Africa’s busiest and largest ports, Durban and 
Kichards Bay. 


Portnet will spend more than half of its annual budget, 
some R55-million, on development projects for the 
Richards Bay harbour: R2-million has been set aside for 
additional open storage space for beltable products and a 
scraper reclaimer and an additional ship unloader are 
also destined for service there. 


Two container wharf cranes are on the cards for the port 
of Durban and preliminary work for a link road from 
Bayhead to Edwin Swales Drive in Durban will take 
another R1I-million bite out of the Portnet budget. 


About R24-million will be spent on new straddle carriers 
for container terminals and R16.5-million for cartage 
vehicles and equipment is being planned by Portnet for the 
Durban harbour. New mechanical handling appliances to 
the value of R13.7-million will be bought for the harbour. 


In addition to this an information network for internal and 
external use costing R | 3-million has been set aside in order 
to streamline Portnet’s new data processing equipment. 


Billed as “spectacular” and “massive” the Alusaf alu- 
minium smelting plant planned for Richards Bay will 
cost R3-billion, which is expected to attract investors 
from as far afield as Japan and North America. 


Richards Bay port is ideally placed to cope with the ore 
and if cheap electricity can be provided the smelting 
plant could interpret itself as an exporter of energy, the 
source reported. 


Richards Bay is also the venue for HLAL Timber Hold- 
ing’s chipping mill which will cost R40-million and is 
expected to produce hardwood chips worth R200- 
million in exports a year. 


The project is under the auspices of HL&L Timber’s 
newly created division, SilvaCel. 
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Inland, the Umgeni Water Board and the Pinetown 
Regional Services Water Board have accepted loans 
from the Independent Development Trust (IDT) as part 
of a 30 year scheme to provide a million people in 
informal and formal settlement areas with potable water. 


The scheme, which is already taking shape in Sweetwa- 
ters near Pietermaritzburg, is expected to cost R200- 
million and provide thousands of jobs for the very 
communities the scheme is intended to serve. 


The Richards Bay Coal Terminal (RBCT) will spend an 
estimated R316-million by the turn of the century estab- 
lishing the largest coal terminal in the world which 
amounts to a capacity of 53 million tons of quality coal 
exported every year. 


Included in the upgrading and refurbishing programme 
is the purchase and installation of an additional tippler 
and stacker reclaimer at the terminal's coal handling 
facility supplementing the existing four tipplers and 
eight stacker reclaimers. 


The multi-million programme also includes the 
upgrading of the existing conveyer terminal control and 
railway system as well as the supply of new locomotives. 


Anglo-Americans’ paper manufacturer Mondi estimates 
that R3-million will be needed to finance its pulp mill 
expansion plans at Richards Bay but are not likely to 
come on line until 1996, says Tony Trahar, Mondi 
executive chairman. 


Other projects include the channeling of funds for land 
issues and electrification in the Durban Functional 
Region (DFR) amounting to R550-million. 


A sixteen-page feature on Natal will be published in the 
next issue of THE ENGINEERING NEWS (August 23). 


* Proliferation of Right-Wing Groups Reexamined 
9/AF1332F Cape Town THE ARGUS in English 
13 Aug 91 p 12 


[Article by Tos Wentzel, Political Staff: “The Rightwing 
in a Nutshell’’] 


[Text] There is a proliferation of rightwing groups in 
South Africa, many of them militant ones with what 
appear to be private armies and often intertwined with 
their members belonging to more than one movement at 
the same time. 


They flourish especially in parts of the Transvaal and the 
Free State. They often have very few members but over- 
seas “xperience with terrorist groups, in countries like 
Germany and Ireland, have shown that such small, tightly- 
knit organisations can be extremely dangerous, especially 
in a political powder keg situation as exists in South Africa. 


Attention has again been drawn to these often shadowy 
movements after the bloody clashes between the police and 
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the Afrikaner Weerstandsbeweging, one of the most mili- 
tant of the rightwing movements, at Ventersdorp at the 
weekend. 


The movements are all characterised by their racism. 
Through them all run the concept of white supremacy in 
a separate “Boerestaat.” 


They operate mainly in the extra-parliamentary field but 
foremost on the right is the Conservative Party [CP] with 
41 MPs [Members of Parliament], the official opposition 
in the Assembly. 


It stops short of propagating violence, but sometimes 
only just, and it invariably holds out a protective hand 
over the rightwing splinters, accusing Mr. De Klerk and 
his government of being the cause of the trouble. 


The other rightwing political party, often a bitter enemy 
of the CP, is the Herstigte Nasionale Party which has, 
since it was started in 1969, only been able to win a seat 
in Parliament once. 


The AWB [Afrikaner Resistance Movement], whose 
leader has now pledged its readiness to go to ““war”™ after 
Ventersdorp, is an example of a rightwing movement 
whose tentacles have spread to other groups. 


Some of its members belong to the Conservative Party 
because the AWB often pretends that it is mainly a 
cultural organisation. Some six CP MPs are said to be 
AWB members. 


Its members wear khaki uniforms with swastika-like 
insignia and they often carry weapons. Inside the move- 
ment there are specially-trained “commando” units. 


Like most of the other movements the AWB refuses to 
give membership figures. 


A part of the AWB has split off and now calls itself the 
“new AWB.” Its members rebelled against the dictatorial 
ways of AWB leader Mr. Eugene Terre’Blanche. 


There are two other AWB splinters, the Boerevryheids- 
beweging and the Boerekommando. 


The Afrikaner Volkswag, largest of the rightwing cultural 
Organisations, has members who also belong to the CP and 
the AWB. It is one of the main proponents of the “boer- 
estaat” idea. 


‘here 1s also the Boerestaatbeweging. It has two wings, a 
litary one, the Boereweerstandsbeweging and one that 
supposed to look after the interests of rightwingers in 

detention, the Orde Boervolk. 


There are a few less militant movements, closely linked 
with the Afrikanervolkswag, whose main aim is to go back 
to the Verwoerdian concept of separate “homelands.” 


They are the Vereniging van Oranjewerkers, the Stigting 
Afrikaner Vryheid and Orania. 
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The latter has bought the town Orania on the banks of 
the Orange River in the Northern Cape to start a 
whites-only experiment. 


Linked to these three is the SA Buro vir Rasse- 
aangeleenthede (Sabra), for long the “think tank” for 
Verwoerdian apartheid, but now only a shadow of its 
former self. 


There are at least three movements who are out-and-out 
National Socialist (Nazi) in their approach. They are the 
Afrikaner Nasionaal Sosialiste, the Wereld Apartheids- 
beweging and the Blanke Bevrydingsbeweging. 


In addition to all there these are other smaller groups 
about which even less is known. 


Among them are the Patriotic Forum which appears to 
operate mainly in Natal, the Boere Republikeinse Leer, 
Odessa, National Front, Order van die Dood, Orde van 
die Oop Palm, the Vryburgers and the Kaapse Rebelle- 
beweging. 


Perpetrator of the Pretoria massacre of November 1988, 
Barend Strydom, claimed that he was the leader of the 
“Wit Wolwe” movement but the police found that no 
such organisation existed. 


The Kappiekommando, a militant movement for 
women seems to have faded but there is now another 
movement, the Wen Kommando, which had some 
tough-talking women around in Ventersdorp. 


In a bitter attack on the rightwing movements in the 
fifties prominent author NP van Wyk Louw described 
them as elements “hatching each other warm” in Pre- 
toria and surroundings by belonging to each other's 
movements and attending each other’s meetings. In this 
way he said they tried to create the impression that there 
were more of them than was actually the case. 


This is still true now, but it does not diminish the 
potential threat of the rightwing to peaceful political 
solutions in South Africa. 


* Life in All-White Orania Described 
91AF1332G Johannesburg WORK IN PROGRESS 
in English Aug 91 pp 3-4 


[Article by Maria Cuffaro: “Orania: The Israel of 
Africa?” —first paragraph is author's introduction; quo- 
tation marks as published] 


[Text] Maria Cuffaro, an Italian journalist, visited South 
Africa to attend the ANC’s [African National Congress] 
consultative conference. She also visited South Africa’s 
first all-white town, Orania, and found a surprising link 
with Israel.... 


‘They are animals.’ The pink face of the young afrikaner 
goes red. Stubbornly he repeats: “Blacks are animals. You 
don’t know anything in Europe. I have fought for them in 
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South West Africa (that is what he calls Namibia). Just see 
how they treated us..... Now, even his hands are red with 


rage. 


Johan Moolman, a proud stomach and a blond moustache, 
engineer, first resident of Orania, puts an arm over the 
young man’s shoulder and stops another flow of words. 


Now it is his turn. He starts with religion: ‘1 want my 
children to have the picture of God, myself and my wife 
in mind, not that of this New South Africa. In March I 
left Cape Town, my job and came here. Here we have 
peace.’ But even Johann Moolman’s face grows red with 
rage when he starts talking about black people. 


‘Apartheid is the only acceptable way of life. They don’t 
have any culture. You give them money and they'll drink 
it. They can’t govern themselves.” 


Orania—1! 80 houses in the middle of the yellow savanna, 
40 kilometres from Hopetown (near the southwestern 
Uvange Free State (OFS) border). In March 1991 Pro- 
fessor Carel Boshoff—theologist, former member of the 
Broederbond, chairman in 1972 of the Bureau of Racial 
Affairs, and minister in the Dutch Reformed Church— 
formed a trust to buy Orania and it’s 483 hectares of 
land. Now 25 families live in those light blue and pink 
houses, that once were the lodgings for the technicians 
who built the dam on the Orange River, 10 km away. 


‘They were white,’ Boshoff points out, surprised at being 
asked. Every week the ‘people’ from Orania meet in what 
they call the ‘city hall-—a gloomy redbrick building 
overlooking the 180 houses and the silent Orange River. 
There they decide on future actions, on how to cultivate 
the land. A well-organised community based on mor- 
alism, the bible and hatred. 


Professor Boshoff, a tall man in his late sixties, dresses 
with extreme care, and talks with a smile about his 
project: a state only for whites. Since he is an intellectual 
he also found an argument for his ideas: ‘Every nation 
should govern itself. We afrikaners didn't accept the 
British, we won't accept the blacks.” 


Boshoff talks about self-determination and peace. But 
his smile disappears when he has to confront the political 
implications of his words. ‘They (De Klerk’s Nationalist 
Party) will have to come to terms with us. We demand 
land in exchange for peace.” 


But how will 25 stubborn white families force the present 
or future government to grant them independence? 
Boshoff smiles elusively: ‘They will have to....” 


The smiling professor doesn’t want to explain further: 
“We have our secrets.’ His voice now has a metallic ring. 


Terrorism 


Moolman is less right with information: ‘We have 200 
armed men. If they won't grant us independence we will 
resort to terroristic attacks. The first target will be the 
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headquarters of the South African Broadcasting Cooper- 
ation. Don’t forget we may be just 25 families here, but 
we sold all 180 houses, and every one of us has connec- 
tions, friends... Moolman’s watery-blue eyes have the 
gleam of folly. 


‘Soon we will have industries here, explains Boshoff. 
‘An engineer is coming from Port Elizabeth. He was 
working for the Spanish army, assembling and producing 
parts of armaments. We can do it here now.’ Boshoff 
refuses to reveal the name of the engineer or the firm that 
produces arms for the Spanish government. ‘It’s a 
secret, he repeats sardonically. 


The only shop in Orania is romantically called Oasis. 
Moolman sells canned food, soap, tea, coffee and a book 
on Israel, the Palestinian question and Orania titled “N 
Volkstaat vir Boere afrikaners’ by C. J. Jooste. 


The afrikaners are the Israelis of Africa? Boshoff and 
Moolman re/use to answer. But Boshoff admits having 
visited Israel (not the occupied territories) and having 
lived in a kibbutz. ‘We don’t want to copy anything,’ he 
points out. ‘We afrikaner (Boshoff usually starts his 
sentences with ‘we afrikaner’) are individualistic, we 
believe in private property.” 


The professor quickly changes the subject of the conver- 
sation to the Orania school and education programme. 
In July the school has been inaugurated: 40 children 
from six to eighteen attend classes in front of modern 
computers. They come from Hopetown, Luckoff and 
Orania. 


Orania, 25 families, a professor once influential in white 
South African politics, links to Israel, 200 armed men, 
lots of money (nobody in Orania works, but they were 
able to buy the land), grand projects for the future (in 
Boshoff's plans Orania is just the starting point for 
Orandia, the white state that will reach out tll the 
Atlantic Ocean). 


‘Don't smile lady.” Moo!man’s voice is harsh and men- 
acing, probably copied from a cheap movie, but he 
believes in it. “We are serious. Just wait.” 


Dirty Links 


The book on Israel reminds one of the links between 
South Africa and Tel Aviv—dirty links that recall those 
between Mossad and the Cartello de Medellin in 
Colombia, where forces of the Israeli secret service 
trained cocaine smugglers. 


Boshoff and his supporters don’t seem worried about a 
future ANC government, or by De Klerk’s present 
reforms. Last month the WEEKLY MAIL proved the 
links between Inkatha and the government. After having 
ruled through direct repression, De Klerk now resorts to 
covert destabilisation in order to maintain power. Ora- 
nia, Boshoff and the 200 terrorists could be just another 
way of destabilising, another card to play in the future. 
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“We are not alone,’ ’ro’eswor Boshoff repeats, and adds 
with a fading smile: ‘Two other towns want to join 
Orania and our plan, Olifantshoek and Philipstown. At 
the moment we are working at a constitution for our 
state.’ Proudly he points at the Orandia flag: a bad copy 
of the old Hugenot flag. 


Symbols, romanticism are also part of Orania. Every 
Saturday the redbrick city hall opens it’s doors to the 
young (of course white) people of the Transvaal. They 
dance to the sound of ‘real’ afrikaner music. They have a 
chance to meet, they might also make love, feel proud 
and right. 


‘Here people care for each other, for nature. There is no 
stress.” The same words that the kibutzim (inhabitants of 
the kibbutz) use when describing their life in Israel, 
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forgetting that a few kilometers away their soldiers shoot 
Palestinian children that throw stones and wave the 
green, red, white and black flag. 


The territory of Orania is surrounded by fences and 
barbed wire (but this seems normal in De Klerk’s South 
Africa). Opposite the fence live three black families. 
Marta is waiting for her husband to come back from the 
white farm where he works, for R{rands]180 a month. 
She couldn't find a job, and her five children don’t go to 
school anymore. Boshoff deported the schoolmaster and 
the b’ -ck families that lived on Orania’s land 300 kilo- 
meters up north: 


‘It was perfectly legal. This is private property, it is our 
land.’ The boer professor cuts short the interview. 
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Angola 


Government Official on UNITA Communique 


MB1109093391 Luanda Radio Nacional Network 
in Portuguese 2146 GMT 10 Sep 91 


[“Question and answer” session with Colonel Fernando 
da Piedade Vieira dos Santos Nando, Angolan deputy 
interior minister and government representative on the 
Joint Political and Military Commission, with unidenti- 
fied reporters in Luanda on 10 September—live] 


[Text] [Reporter] [Words inc:stunct] the communique of 
the National Union for the Total Independence of 
Angola, UNITA [words indistinct] People’s Republic of 
Angola, RPA, and, if it were possible, we would like you 
to answer this question: Was the Angolan Government 
(?to blame) for the circumstances that made UNITA 
publish such a communique at this stage of the Angolan 
peace process? 


[Nando] First of all, we would like to inform the media 
and the public at large that this UNITA communique 
came as a surprise. It came as a surprise because it is not 
normal for a political organizction that is committed to 
such a responsible process to go back on its word. Ours is 
a pacification process after a regrettable situation of war 
that lasted many years and which we would all like to 
forget. In this very studio only a short while ago. 
UNITA’s highest representative said that the process 
was going well. He gave hopes to the Angolan people and 
the international community that the two sides wanted 
to avoid the derailment of the process. Only five days 
ago, the People’s Armed Forces for the Liberation of 
Angola, FAPLA, and Armed Forces for the Liberation of 
Angola, FALA, chiefs of General Staff held a meeting 
and came up with encouraging findings. Suddenly, 
UNITA has gone back on its word. 


We can only think that UNITA hopes to gain political 
dividends with its communique. Has UNITA not taken 
up this position in view of all the international and 
diplomatic contacts the Angolan Government has been 
having? This is a question for which each of you will find 
your own answer within the context of the current 
situation. 


[Reporter] Mr. Deputy Minister, does this mean that you 
think there is a link between UNITA’s communique and, 
for example, Portuguese Prime Minister Cavaco Silva's 
recent visit to Angola 


[Nando] I think so. That is my reading of the situation. 


[Reporter] By the same token, do you think that com- 
munique would have something to do with President 
Jose Eduardo dos Santos’ forthcoming visit to the 
United States? 


[Nando] That is also perfectly possible. We have infor- 
mation that UNITA is making every effort to prevent 
that visit or at least reduce its impact. 
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[Reporter] Next Saturday [14 September] was supposed 
to see another prisoner release ceremony in Jamba. Has 
the prisoner release process been placed in jeopardy by 
these developments? Moreover, and within a wider con- 
text, what problems could this situation pose to the 
whole Angolan peace process? UNITA has said that the 
peace process 1s being [words indistinct]. 


{Nando} Through its communique, UNITA has placed 
the peace process in jeopardy. The Angolan Govern- 
ment’s position is clear and it stands by it. We stand by 
every public statement we have made so far. It is up to 
UNITA to work in a responsible and coherent manner so 
we can resume the process at the point where it was. 


[Reporter] Does this mean that there are no conditions 
for other prisoner releases to take place? 


[Nando] LUNITA has informed us that it has suspended 
the functions of its team within the Joint Political and 
Military Commission, CCPM. We will wait for UNITA 
to lift that suspension so that we can resume our work. 


[Reporter] Another question: One of UNITA’s accusa- 
tions is related to the arrival of military equipment at 
Luanda Harbor. The Angolan Government did not 
touch that issue. In a news conference earlier today, 
UNITA stated that the Joint Verification and Control 
Commission, CMVF, has not yet given it any convincing 
answer regarding the arrival of the BTR and all other 
military equipment unloaded at Luanda Harbor. What 
[words indistinct] the investigation? 


[Nando] You must have noticed that in our commu- 
nique that we do not wish to discuss any CCPM tissues 
with UNITA through the media. If the issue of the 
arrival of the military equipment is being discussed 
within the CMVF, then UNITA must awai the conclu- 
sion of the investigation and the discussion of those 
findings within the CCPM. We will all have to respect 
the consensus of the CCPM on that issue. It makes no 
sense that we should bring that issue to the media if the 
investigation 1s not over yet. 


[Reporter] But Mr. Deputy Minister, UNITA sees the 
investigation as being complete. It said today that the 
outco me of the investigation was not convincing. 


[Nando] Well you have been accompanying the process 
and you have listened to the CCPM spokesmen pre- 
senting reports at the close of each CCPM meeting. It 
looks to me that no CCPM spokesman referred to the 
outcome of that investigation at the end of any of the 
recent CCPM meetings. 


[Reporter] Mr. Deputy Minister, [Words indistinct] 
CCPM in the wake of UNITA’s decision today. Taking 
into account that there have already been delays in 
implementing the peace process, do you think and does 
the Angolan Government think that this could affect the 
electoral process? 


[Nando] The position of the Angolan Government ts 
clear: We are going to make every effort. We want 
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elections t:) be held between September and November 
1992. If after contacts with the other political forces it is 
decided that elections should be held on | September 
1992, we will be quite happy with that. 


[Reporter] Then you are admitting the possibility that 
they could actually be held on | September 1992? 


[Nando] We would like them to be held as soon as 
possible. We have nothing to lose. On the contrary, 
perhaps UNITA hopes to delay the holding of elections 
through this [word indistinct] move. The Angolan Gov- 
ernment is not to blame. 


[Reporter] I would like to ask the following question: 
UNITA states the Angolan Government has not con- 
fined any men. The Angolan Government's Declaration 
states that 54,160 soldiers, or about 48 percent of its 
forces, have been confined. In view of the fact that the 
confinement areas have been identified, would the 
media be allowed to visit them? 


[Nando] In accordance with what was decided by the 
CCPM and its competent commission, as of tomorrow 
we will be ready to take the control grvups to every 
FAPLA confinement area so that they can establish on 
the ground whether those forces have in fact been 
confined. 


[Reporter] Would UNITA also be agreeable to a v «sit by 
the media? 


[Nando] The control groups include members of the 
Angolan Government and UNITA, as well as observers. 
We want full control groups so that there are no further 
arguments. Should UNITA be willing to go there 
tomorrow, we will be ready and williig to comply. Visits 
to Funda and (Quipeso) were scheduled for tomorrow 
and we are ready. Let UNITA come. Since they have 
publicly stated that there are no confined FAPL* sol- 
diers, then let them accept the challenge and we will go 
tomorrow. 


[Reporter] Does that mean that those areas could be 
visited tomorrow? UNITA itself has said that its people 
within the verification and control groups will continue 
their work irrespective of the suspension of its team 
within the CCPM. 


[Nando] UNITA must be more consistent. It is beyond 
comprehension how the control groups, which are exten- 
sions of the CCPM, can go on working when the coordi- 
nating organ has had its functions suspended. To whor. 
will they present their reports? Should they, however, 
wish to reactivate the process tomorrow, we will go 
along. We have no problem with that. 


[Reporter] Mr. Deputy Mi.ister: Was the FAPLA con- 
finement process followed by the observers and by 
UNITA? 


[Nando] The information I have received from the 
CCPM is that the confinement occurred in accordance 
with what was established. 
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[Reporter] Mr. Deputy Minister, the UNITA commu- 
nique implies that the FAPLA forces have been moving 
to establish control over positions that were formerly in 
UNITA’s hands. Mr. Deputy Minister, | would like your 
comment on that issue and I would like to ask whether 
the Angolan Government has already established con- 
tacts with the mediator and the observers to clarify what 
will become of the CCPM in view of UNITA’s 
announced suspension of its CCPM team. 


[Nando] Well I would prefer not to reply to every 
imaginary situation mentioned in the UNITA commu- 
nique. We are clear. UNITA says that the FAPLA forces 
have occupied areas formerly under its control, but the 
accords provide for resolving that problem. Just say 
which areas and let us gather the control groups, go to 
those areas, and establish whether the FAPLA forces are 
there. There is no point in talking for the sake of talking. 
Let us produce evidence. If we are serious about this 
process, that is how we must see it. We are not here to 
exchange words, see who tells the truth, or find who is 
the better talker. All we have to do is verify the situation 
on the ground. To answer the second half of your 
question, we have already contacted all the observers, 
including the head uf the UN Angola Verification Mis- 
sion, UNAVEM-2. We are trying for a contact with 
UNITA tomorrow. 


[Reporter] Please excuse me, but UNITA used the same 
expression during its news conference this afternoon. It 
said: We are open to any contacts with the government. 
Is the Angolan Government willing to contact UNITA or 
will it wait for UNITA to alter its stance? 


[Nando] We are willing to make contact tomorrow. 


[Reporter] Will that be an Angolan Government initia- 
tive or will you wait for UNITA to make the first move? 


[Nando] No, we have structures where we have workers. 
We will use those structures. We are not going to cail on 
UNITA at the hotel. 


[Reporter] | have two questions: Is there a special 
relationship between the Popular Movement for the 
Liberation of Angola, MPLA, and the Portuguese Social 
Democratic Party, PSD, and what significance do you, 
Mr. Deputy Minister, and the Angolan Government 
attach to the Portuguese Prime Minister Cavaco Silva's 
presence at an MPLA rally in Luena” 


[Nando] Well we see as natural the Portuguese prime 
minister's participation in the Luena rally. In addition to 
being PSD chairman, Prine Minister Cavaco Silva is 
also the head of the Portuguese Government. He was in 
Angola as a guest of the Angolan Government. The 
Angolan Government thought it was wise to allow the 
Port.«guese prime minister to have direct contact with 
the pe.pie of Luena. He is loved by the Angolan people. 
He has been deeply committed to the Angolan peace 
process. He successfully performed his mediating role. It 
would not be correct, or friendly, on our part to preven 
the Portuguese prime minister and the people to meet 
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and know each other better. That was all. Direct contact 
between a foreign government official and the people of 
a region of a country should not be mistaken for a party 
move. The Portuguese Government and the Angolan 
Government were in Luena. The MPLA was not in 
Luena. 


[Reporter] And what is vour comment on the special 
relatronship between the MPLA and the PSD? 


[Nando] That special relationship carries on. It is an 
interparty relationship. It does not have to be affected by 
that rally. Should the MPLA some day decide to invite 
Professor Cavaco Silva to address the MPLA militants in 
his capacity as PSD chairman, then we will have to take 
party politics into account. Moreover, we have heard it 
said that the Portuguese prime minister's visit to Luena 
was for electoral purposes. We have not even defined the 
official period of the electoral campaign yet. Thus, those 
claims do not make any sense. 


[Reporter] I would like to ask another question ccn- 
cert.ng UNITA’s insistence on Mr. Lopo do Nasci- 
mento’s participation within the CCPM. Could you 
please comment on that matter, Mr. Deputy Minister? 


[Nando] First, | would like to make it clear that Mr. 
Lopo do Nascimento remains the head of the Angolan 
Government team to the CCPM. Second, neither of the 
sides has the right to say what officials must represent 
the other side. That is a right enjoyed by each one of the 
sides. UNITA decided to place engineer Salupeto Pena 
at the head of its CCPM team after it had entrusted 
engineer Jeremias Chitunda to lead the Estoril peace 
talks. The Angolan Government naturally accepted that 
and has been working with engineer Salupeto Pena. I 
think our position is clear: It is up to the Angolan 
Government alone to appoint its representatives. 


[Reporter] Mr. Deputy Minister, it appears as if ?NITA’s 
concern is based on the fact that at times the CCPM 
meetings have to be interrupted in order to obtain 
guidelines from higher authorities. In brief, UNITA 
alleges that the government delegation to the CCPM 
lacks decisionmaking power, while UNITA has that 
power” 


[Nando] Well, UNITA should present facts to prove this 
allegation. What I know, the government delegation to 
the CCPM has never made a decision that was disap- 
proved by the government. We cannot say the same 
about UNITA. 


[Reporter] Could you comment further? 


[Nando] Yes. During the second phase of release of 
prisoners of war in Jamba, we had agreed with the 
UNITA delegation to hear the views of all the prisoners 
who allegedly wanted to remain in Jamba. We reached 
this agreement. As a matter of fact, the UNITA delega- 
tion told us we could meet with a large number of 
prisoners who would air their views but we decided to 
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reduce that number. When we arrived in Jamba, how- 
ever, this did not happen. We were clearly left with the 
feeling that Jamba disapproved its delegation in Luanda, 
even though the delegation tried to argue later that 
Jamba was not aware of this process. The UNITA 
delegation here in Luanda entered into contact with 
Jamba at !930 on a Saturday. I cannot therefore believe 
the excuse given by the UNITA delegation that it had 
forgotten to inform Jamba that the prisoners would be 
heard again. The UNITA delegation decision was just 
disapproved. 


in any case, if it was really true that the government 
delegation has no powers, there is a government head- 
quarters here in Luanda. We can easily contact high 
authorities and receive the necessary guidelines. It 1s 
very clear that it is the UNITA delegation that needs to 
contact Jamba in order to receive guidelines. This is the 
whole truth. Our delegation has all the mandate and it 
has people who are responsible and capable enough to 
Carry out the process. 


[Reporter] Mr. Deputy Minister, another UNITA accu- 
sation is that the Angolan Government is blocking the 
movement of logistical products to UNITA from 
Namibia? 


[Nando] This statement vilifies the Namibian Govern- 
ment. The Namibian Government is independent and 
sovereign. It does not make sense that the Angolan 
Government should dictate it. This statement is there- 
fore baseless. 


[Reporier] Mr. Deputy Minister, still on government and 
UNITA officials on the CCPM, it was suggested that 
Jeremias Chitunda should resume his role. Do you think 
the direct involvement of Lopo do Nascimento and 
Jeremias Chitunda on the CCPM would change things? 


[Nando] If UNITA wants Eng. Jeremias Chitunda to 
resume his role on the CCPM—as a matter of fact I 
should not say resume because he has never been on the 
CCPM—that is its problem. We are ready to discuss with 
anyone appointed by UNITA to the CCPM. That is not 
our problem. 


[Reporter] Minister Lopo do Nascimento 1s being pre- 
vented from directly taking part on the CCPM for 
(7health) reasons? 


[Nando] To a certain extent, yes. 
[Reporter] [Words indistinct] other reasons? 


[Nando] There are other reasons. Minister Lopo do 
Nascimento made a written request to the government 
leadership to be relieved from the CCPM because that 
way he would be able to devote more attention to his 
ministry. The government leadership has not yet given 
him a reply. This is the situation. 


[Reporter] Mr. Deputy Minister, do you believe that this 
behavior on the part of UNITA, particularly its lan- 
guage, has anything to do with the ongoing electoral 
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campaign in Portugal? That it 1s trying to move closer to 
the Portuguese Socialist Party and the Portuguese Center 
Democratic Party? 


[Nando] I cannot comment. What is happening in Por- 
tugal concerns the Portuguese people. | would rather not 
comment. 


[Reporter] Mr. Deputy Minister of Interior, the Angolan 
Government [words indistinct] in 14 provinces [words 
indistinct]. 


[Nando] Well, as for your first question, it is clear that 
most of our emerging parties—I am not saying all—have 
objected to the law on political parties, particularly the 
requirement of 3,000 signatures before a party can be 
registered. Regarding this issue, a body has been estab- 
lished to come up with all the proposals concerning the 
electoral process. If one day this body reaches the con- 
clusion that the number of signatures required is too 
many, we shall naturally consider the possibility of 
reviewing this requirement. What is happening now, 
however, is that the parties are finding it difficult to 
obtain the required number of signatures in all 14 
provinces because in all areas, villages, locations under 
UNITA control, there is no free movement of people and 
goods. We are not aware of any party that has so far been 
able to carry out political activity in an area controlled 
by UNITA. We believe that the principle of the free 
movement of people and goods should be applied before 
anything else. Only after this will we be in a position to 
examine whether or not the 3,000 signatures are exces- 
sive. There are parties that have not objected to the 
3,000 signatures. 


As cor a forum, the MPLA, the government itself, has on 
various occasions spoken of the need to create a forum 
where all parties would be able —on an equal footing and 
without any restrictions—air their views. A body has 
been established to undertake this work which is already 
at an advanced stage, and we believe that soon it will 
announce its activities. 


As for a national conference, there is no consensus, even 
within the emerging parties. The government has already 
announced its views. The issue is open for discussion. 
Our view is clear. Taking into consideration the current 
situation in our country, the fact that we have just ended 
a war that has been dragging for many years, the fact that 
we are involved in a complex and sensitive pacification 
process, it is not advisable, it is noi being realistic to hold 
a national conference. We would run the risk of creating 
an uncontrollable situation. That is our view. All the 
same, the government is open to discussions. That is 
what democracy means. The best views will win. 


As for agreements with other parties, here too we have 
already expressed our views. The MPLA has already said 
publicly that if there are parties whose programs con- 
form with ours, we would view the possibility of forming 
coalitions. At present we have no coalition with any 
party. I believe I have answered your questions. 
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[Reporter] What is the government’s position now that 
UNITA has decided to suspend its participation on the 
CCPM? What does the government intend to do to bring 
UNITA closer? 


[Nando] We have heard the statements made by the head 
of the UNITA delegation to the CCPM. He has pointed 
out that UNITA does not intend to hinder the process. 
He said they are open to discussions. We say the same 
thing. We just hop.> the statements are true and sincere. 
This being the case, ! believe there is no reason for us not 
to meet again. We have already made our gesture. We 
have said that we are ready for contacts with UNITA 
even tomorrow. Let us see how the situation will evolve. 


[Reporter] [Question indistinct} 


[Nando] Through the observers, we have made it clear 
that we are ready for contacts with UNITA even 
tomorrow. 


[Reporter] You held contacts with the U.S. observer? 


[Nando] We held contacts with the U.S., Soviet, and 
Portuguese observers. 


Government, UNITA Officials Meet 11 Sep 


MB110919579] Luanda Radio Nacional Network 
in Portuguese 1900 GMT 11 Sep 91 


[Text] UNITA [National Union for the Total Indepen- 
dence of Angola] says its decision not to take part in the 
activities of the CCPM [Joint Political and Military 
Commission] remains unchanged. At the end of a 
meeting held today between government and UNITA, 
Engineer Salupeto Pena said that the talks will continue. 
Deputy Minister Fernando da Piedade Nando says he is 
optimistic about the talks. Speaking to newsmen, the 
UNITA representative said: 


[Begin recording] [Pena] Our position remains 
unchanged. We are awaiting a government reaction to a 
number of issues. We will assess the government’s posi- 
tion on the election timetable. 


Today's meeting fits within the framework of our will- 
ingness and the governments invitation. We have had 
the opportunity of giving a detailed account of the 
difficulties we have encountered during this process. The 
meeting has served to clarify our views, and the govern- 
ment is considering them. 


The government has presented its proposals on the 
election timetable as well as an annex to those proposals. 
We have not had time to discuss that document, but we 
will review it. We are still open to talks. 

[Reporter] What points does UNITA intend to clarify? 


[Pena] They are mentioned in our communique. 
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[Reporter] There are a number of points, but at your 
news conference you only dealt with three, namely the 
confinement of troops, the elections, and the alleged 
government blockade. 


[Pena] We are not going to elaborate on those points 
because it would take a long time. The main points are 
those cuntained in the communique. We have discussed 
in detail those and other well known points. 


[Reporter] Has another meeting been set? 


[Pena] Yes. We are ready to meet tomorrow or the day 
after tomorrow. In principle we will meet on 13 Sep- 
tember. [end recording] 


Angolan Deputy Minister Fernando da Piedade Nando 
also spoke to journalists: 


[Begin recording] ,Nando] This meeting fits within the 
framework of the willingness of the two sides to resume 
the role of the CCPM. 


[Reporter] According to Eng. Pena no agreement has 
been reached yet. 


[Nando] We have received a UNITA document entitled: 
Measures for the Resumption of CCPM Activities. Obvi- 
ously, we have not had time to assess UNITA’s pro- 
posals. The government has decided to assess the docu- 
ment tomorrow, and then it will present its proposals 
and views. 


UNITA is concerned about the election timetable. Like 
we said yesterday, we had a document on the election 
timetable ready to be discussed at yesterday's meeting. 
UNITA is now assessing that document and will obvi- 
Ously give its views at the next meeting. 


[Reporter] The government said it will review the 
UNITA document in the next 24 hours. Does that mean 
we will meet you on 13 September? 


[ Nando] Friday afternoon. 
[Reporter] Are you optimistic or not? 


[ Nando] I am optimistic because most of the worries that 
have been expressed form part and parcel of the CCPM's 
activities. We believe that the CCPM will resume its full 
operations shortly. 


[Reporter] So the Angolan peace process has not come to 
a halt. 


[Nando] No. 


[Reporter] Yesterday you said that government expects 
UNITA to return to the CCPM. Are you [words indis- 
tinct]? 


[Nando] We have begun talking. 


[Reporter] What has been the outcome of the meeting? 
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[Nando] We have not ended our talks so it is not correct 
to comment on the outcome. We are still half way 
through our talks. Once we complete the talks, the public 
will be informed of what has been agreed. 


[Reporter] The government has presented its election 
proposals. As of today, UNITA has sent its first verifi- 
cation team to [name indistinct] so UNITA’s two main 
problems are being addressed. 


[Nando] Like we said, those problems have always been 
addressed. That is why we are hopeful that the process 
will resume. [end recordi: |; 


FAPLA Chief of Staff in Cabinda Killed 10 Sep 
MB1109150291 (Clandestine) Voice of Resistance 


of the Black Cockerel in Portuguese to Southern 
and Central Africa 0500 GMT 1! Sep 91 


[Text] FAPLA’s [People’s Armed Forces for the Libera- 
tion of Angola] chief of staff in Cahbinda Province is 
reported to have died yesterday from wounds caused by 
shots fired when his body guards mutinied. This was 
disclosed yesterday by our correspondent in Cabinda 
Province. 


Meanwhile, our correspondent reports that discontent 
prevails among FAPLA units as a result of erroneous 
policies followed by the MPLA-PT [Popular Movement 
for the Liberation of Angola-Labor Party] regime. He 
says that the consequences of discontent among FAPLA 
units cannot be contemplated at this stage. 


Namibia 


MMbD Official Discusses Party Platform, Elections 
MB100921429] Windhoek TIMES OF NAMIBIA 
in English 4 Sep 91 p 8 


[Report by Chris Coetzee on interview with Arthur 
Wina, founding member of the Zambian Opposition 
Movement for Multiparty Democracy and former 
finance minister, by unidentified reporier, place and 
date of interview not given] 


[Text] The Times this week spoke to Arthur Wina a 
founder member of the main opposition Movement for 
Multi-party Democracy [MMD] in Zambia. Mr Wina 
was the first post-independence Minister of Finance of 
Zambia. 


Zambia is to have its first mulis-party elections soon. 


TIMES: At one stage, the MMD refused to enter into a 
discussion with president Kaunda cn the democratic 
processes in Zambia. 


I recalled MMD president Frederick Chiluba writing to 
Dr Kaunda, “We consider that whatever discussions you 
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are promising will not alter your government's position, 
unless you are willing to set aside the bill. 


‘A false impression may be given that a forum had been 
created when in effect the whole matter is a foregone 
conclusion.” 


Can you tell us what the MMD found objectionable in 
the original bill which would make political pluralism 
impossible in Zambia? 


WINA: The original bill was not intended to legalise 
political pluralism. It was intended to maintain one-man 
rule in the person of Mr Kaunda. 


Mr Kaunda appointed a constitutional commission 
under the chairmanship of the Zambian solictor-general. 
Before the commission could report on its findings, Mr 
Kaunda made certain “recommendations”. These “‘rec- 
ommendations” were then incorporated into a White 
Paper on a “multi-party” consitution. 


The MMD objected to Mr Kaunda’s prescriptions. Since 
these prescriptions were already contained in a White 
Paper, we considered his invitation “to discuss” consti- 
tutional affairs as after the fact. 


The next step was a declaration by the MMD which 
demolished the White Paper. 


In a series of stinging arguments, we for example pointed 
out that the far reaching executive powers make a 
mockery of freedom of association, and turned the di ift 
into a contradictory document. 


Other opposition groupings acepted the invitation, but 
when we didn’t turn up, Mr Kaunda cancelled the 
“discussions”. 


I believe this to be proof that we are taken to be only 
force to centend with. 


TIMES: What was the nature of the president's prescrip- 
tions? 


WINA: It gave a future president such executive powers 
as to continue a one-man rule. 


The motives behind the undemocratic executive powers 

re all too clear: Kaunda was already treatiag his 
United National Independence Party as out of the polit- 
ical game, but at that stage considered himself popular 
enough to carry the presidential elections. And he 
wanted, in the even of such an unlikely eventuality, to 
rule without obstacles from political parties. 


TIMES: How did the he propose to do that? 


WINA: Among the “recommendations” laid down by 
Kaunda was that parliament could only have the right to 
initiate legislation. Such legislation would be subject to 
executive veto which would also apply in matters of 
defence, security and foreign affairs. 


FBIS-AFR-91-177 
12 September 1991 


But that was far from all: Cabinet ministers were pro- 
posed not to be members of parliament, and were thus 
not accountable to the legislature but only to the presi- 
dent. This had special implications for budgetary mat- 
ters, where parliament’s involvement in the national 
budget was to be limited only to adjustments in the 
distribution of the total expenditure. There was more to 
come: He prescribed that the president would be able to 
ban any political party, for whatever reason. 


I think it was obvious why we did not see our way clear 
to take part in discussions On constitutional matters, 
when such undemocratic restrictions were placed on the 
rights of a future multi-party democracy. 


Any discussion would have been window dressing, giving 
credibility to these mocking measures of democracy. 


TIMES: There has since been a remarkable climb-down 
on the part of president Kaunda. He was to have signed 
the bill at the end of June, what happened? It is possible 
that president Kaunda might have changed his view of 
himself became a target at a soccer game? 


WINA: Possibly. 


But concerning Mr Kaunda’s climb-down: He accepted 
that the president should be accountable to parliament. 


Ministers are to be elected members of parliament, and 
as such they are responsible to parliament only 


He dropped the idea of a semi-elected second house. 
Parliament is to be a fully-elected body. 


TIMES: Why did president Kaunda give in to tlie 
demands? 


WINA: The pressures were overwhelmingly against him 
to do so. In this connection, we have to mention the 
pressure from the churches, in convincing Kaunda to 
change his insistence on a one-man rule disguised as a 
“multi-party democracy”. 


TIMES: What is now going on, politically speaking in 
Zambia? 


WINA: The new constitutional bill has been signed, the 
parliament has been disolved. The first teams of inter- 
national monitors have already arrived, in order to 
oversee the election process. However, we are still 
waiting for an election date to be announced, though we 
expect it to be at the end of October. 


TIMES: How does the MMD rates its chances in an 
election? It has the image of being a party with a hard 
core of intellectuals, solicitors, lecturers, teacher...Also, 
that its grassroots support comes predominantly from 
the urban areas, Lusaka and the Copper Belt where it is 
supported by the labour movement. What kind of sup- 
port does the MMD claim from the rural regions? 


WINA: We have finalised our list of candidates in all 150 
constituencies. We will win, also in the rural areas where 
our meetings are attended by all who can make it, by 
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foot, bicycle or bus. The other day we had a rally in 
Lusaka which was attended by about 700,000 people. 


TIMES: How does Unip’s meetings compare with those 
of the MMD? 


WINA: Miserably. 
TIMES: Is there any intimidation? 


WINA: No, no physical intimidation, but the ruling 
party 1s showing increased signs of nervousness. They are 
putting everything into the election, drawing on all their 
resources. We initially had a bad deal from the media, 
which is state-owned, but that has improved lately, 
although we still have to introduce ourselves mainly via 
paid ads in the newspapers and on commercial radio. 


International observer missions must be thanked for 
their criticism that no fair election is possible when the 
media is state owned. 


TIMES: We here in Namibia know little about the 
MMD’s economic policy. 


WINA: First of all, we want to do away with all socialist 
and communist relics in post-independence Africa. 


We will have an open and pragmatic economic approach 
to economics, free of state interference which is to blame 
for our financial and economic predicament. We will 
embark on a massive privatisation programme. 


We realise that we are dependent on the introduction of 
western technology, and will seek the help of western 
financial institutions like the World Bank, the IMF and 
the EC. 


* Outh 1k for Separate Monetary Policy Viewed 


914F1321A Helsinki HELSINGIN SANOMAT 
in Finnish 12 Aug 91 p 2 


{Guest commentary by Esko Aurikko, manager of Cen- 
tral Bank of Namibia Research Department: ‘Is 
Namibia’s Monetary Policy Becoming More Indepen- 
dent?”’—first paragraph is HELSINGIN SANOMAT 
introduction] 


[Text] Independent Namibia’s monetary economy is still 
tied to South African currency. Following the establish- 
ment of the Namibian Central Bank, it was decided that 
its Own currency would be adopted in 1992. Next to 
await the setting of guidelines is the foreign exchange 
rate policy. 


The Namibian Central Bank (Bank of Namibia) began 
operations as of the beginning of last August, nearly a 
half a year after Namibian independence. Up until then 
the Windhoek branch office of the Central Bank of South 
Africa had taken care of local monetary affairs in the 
country and served as a clearing center for the checking 
traffic. Since the bank was founded, it has continued to 


SOUTHERN AFRICA 27 


offer these services and begun to develop all the other 
functions that fall within the operational scope of a 
central bank. 


For the next few years the bank’s top management will 
be composed of an international team of experts num- 
bering about 10 men who are paid by either the Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund, the UNDP (United Nations 
Development Program), or the SIDA (Swedish Interna- 
tional Development Authority). 


This team will be responsible for setting in motion bank 
activities and training local managerial personnel so that 
the bank can operate effectively under local management 
after this breaking-in phase. 


During this initial phase the bank’s most important 
central bank policy problems have been the initiation of 
recordkeeping—the recording of statistics—the adop- 
tion of a Namibian currency unit, the development of a 
domestic money market, and the controversy over the 
independence of the Central Bank. 


In terms of the administration of its finances, Namibia 
has up to now been integrated with South Africa and the 
country’s currency unit is the rand. As long as Namibia 
does not have its own currency unit, the Central Bank, of 
course, has absolutely no freedom of action in setting 
monetary or foreign exchange policy. 


Up to now Namibia has been part of a common currency 
area along with South Africa, Swaziland, and Lesotho, 
within which member countries are free to move capital 
among themselves and currency regulation is integrated 
with respect to the outside world. Furthermore, Namibia 
is a member of the South Africa Customs Union 
(SACU), of which Botswana is also a member in addition 
to the above-mentioned countries. 


The first policy line to be pursued following the founding 
of the Central Bank was indeed the matter of the 
adoption of its own currency by Namibia. A lively 
debate was entered into with reference to this issue 
during the latter half of last year. Evidently the final 
impetus to making the decision was a provision of the 
Namibian Constituiion according to which regulation of 
the amount of money and foreign currency [in circula- 
tion] is one of the functions, among others, of the Central 
Bank. At the start of this year the government finally 
made public its decision to adopt the country’s own 
currency, the Namibian dollar. The plan is for it to be in 
use by the end of the year. 


The chances of a monetary policy's succeeding with the 
new financial administration system will decisively 
depend on the foreign exchange rate policy that ts 
chosen. If the Namibian dollar is tied to the rand on a 
one-to-one basis, there will be no independence at all in 
making monetary policy. That way, inflation in Namibia 
would be controlled largely in accordance with inflation 
in South Africa over short intervals too since 90 percent 
of Namibia's imports come from there. 
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This kind of solution would appear to be a natural one 
inasmuch as South Africa is a giant in terms of the size of 
its economy as compared with the other countries of the 
area. It is estimated that South Africa accounts for 80 
percent of the countries of the area’s combined gross 
national product and nearly half of its population, as the 
accompanying chart indicates. 


As things look now, however, the rand is not a suitable 
anchor for the Namibian dollar because there has been 
double-digit inflation in South Africa for a long time 
now. At the present time it is close to 15 percent. The 
adoption of its own currency gives it the express option 
of extricating itself from this development by means of 
an active foreign exchange policy. Botswana, among 
others, has chosen this path. 


It is paradoxical that in Southern Africa, where South 
Africa is economically dominant, the development of 
integration has just not gained any momentum. While 
reasons having to do with differences in political, social 
welfare, social structures have in part affected coopera- 
tion, in the longer run South Africa’s weak economic 
policy has been the greatest obstacle to inflation. 


The Central Bank has also made an effort to develop a 
Namibian money market. The first step was offering 
banks and the state limited overnight Central Bank 
financing. The second important step was the introduc- 
tion of state notes payable in three months. The first 
auction in early June was very successful and the next 
item on the agenda will be the introduction of state 
bonds. The establishment of a Namibian stock exchange 
is also in the planning. 


A particularly hot issue in Namibia has been the ques- 
tion of the independence of the Central Bank. While 
elsewhere in the world it is indisputably recognized that 
a negative correlation exists between the degree of inde- 
pendence of the central bank and inflation, in Namibia 
they are following different approaches. 


There has at no point been any question of choices of 
monetary policy, which are not even possible as long as 
the South African rand is the only legal tender. Never- 
theless, relations between the director of the bank and 
the finance minister became inflamed so badly in the 
course of last fall that the director submitted a request to 
President Sam Nujoma to accept his resignation in 
November of last year. As a result of a reconciliation 
effected by the prime minister, however, the letter of 
resignation was withdrawn over a week later. 


Namibia’s economic policy and prospects for economic 
development are still to a certain extent bipartite. If one 
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iS a pessimist, one can see dark clouds on the horizon. 
Unemployment, extreme differences in income, and a 
one-sided structure based on the mining industry are 
thebiggest problems. 


Because of low world-market demand, the Namibian 
economy grew at an average rate of only 2 percent a year 
in the 1980's and per-capita income dropped consider- 
ably. The risk is that the pressures exerted by the 
differences in income and unemployment will become 
unendurable. Actually, this problem is much more acute 
in South Africa, but, of course, on a larger and more 
catastrophic scale. 


Problems may also be caused by the state economy, the 
accounting and supervision systems for which are poor. 
In the latest budget proposal for 1991-1992, it is pre- 
dicted that the deficit—including aid for development— 
will come to as much as 7 percent of the gross national 
product. The danger exists, however, that deficits will 
accumulate in an uncontrolled fashion as a result of 
inadequate supervision of the budget and the state’s 
financing needs will grow to such an extent that the 
Central Bank will be unduly dragged in as a source of 
state financing. However, the fact that many of 
Namibia’s current decision-makers were formerly in 
exile in Zambia and saw with their own « yes with what 
sort of policy that country’s economy was nearly brought 
to the brink of bankruptcy offers some consolation. 


Some positive lines of economic development, however, 
give rise to optimism. It seems that the government has 
taken serious note of the criticism of the increase in state 
expenditures leveled by the Foreign Exchange Fund and 
the Central Bank and has, according to newspaper 
reports, suspended any increase in the number of gov- 
ernment post. A few strong sectors still support the needs 
for developing the economy. The fishing industry in 
particular and the processing industry in connection 
with it are growing rapidly following Namibia’s exten- 
sion of its fishing grounds to a 200-knot limit from its 
coastline and its putting an end to the illegal fishing 
engaged in by foreign fishing vessels. 


Another strong sector is the mining industry. In terms of 
surface area, Namibia is a big county, nearly three times 
the size of Finland. It is almost certain that commercially 
profitable mineral deposits are still to be found in 
Namibia’s little studied soil. The prospects for finding 
natural gas and oil are also good. It will, of course, take 
time to carry out these projects, but realizing them will 
help the Namibian Government in its choice of fol- 
lowing a very pragmatic approach. This is just the thing 
for increasing foreign investors’ interest and confidence 
in Namibia. 
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Guinea 


Liberia’s Sawyer Pays ‘Lightning Visit’ 
AB1109132091 Paris AFP in French 1249 GMT 
10 Sep 91 


[Text] Conakry, 10 Sep (AFP)—Yesterday Amos 
Sawyer, president of the Liberian interim Government, 
paid a lightning visit to Guinea, during which he held 
talks with the Guinean head of state, Lansana Conte. Mr. 
Sawyer told the press that the discussions centered on the 
upcoming minisummit on Liberia scheduled for this 
week in Yamoussoukro to settle the Liberian crisis and 
on the need to reinforce the Economic Community of 
West African States Cease-Fire Monitoring Group 
[ECOMOG] in order to disarm Charles Taylor's 
National Patriotic Front of Liberia rebels. A Guinean 
contingent is part of ECOMOG which mainly comprises 
Nigerian and Ghanaian troops. 


Mr. Sawyer said it did not seem possible to him to find 
a viable solution to the Liberian crisis “without taking 
into account the vital interests of Sierra Leone and 
Guinea,” Liberia’s neighboring countries. 


The president of the Liberian Government, who was on 
his way from Freetown where he met with his Sierra 
Leonean counterpart, expressed the hope that the 
Yamoussoukro minisummit, the third of its kind which 
includes Economic Community of West African States 
member countries, would crown the efforts of the pre- 
vious summits. “If there is no success this time, it would 
imply the failure of the first two summits,” Mr. Sawyer 
stated, adding that his talks with the Guinean president 
were also on a timetable for settling the Liberian conflict. 


Mali 


Revels Attack Labbezanga; 9 Dead, Several Wounded 


AB1109165091 Bamako Radiodiffusion-Television 
du Mali Radio in French 1500 GMT 11 Sep 91 


[Text] We begin this newscast with a communique from 
the secretary of state for internal security who informs 
the public that at 0500 on Sunday, 8 September 1991, 
the Labbezanga area was attacked by a group of rebels in 
three Toyota Landcruisers. The latest information notes 
that five people are dead, several compounds looted, 
offices and administrative buildings ransacked and 
burned, and vehicles and a [word indistinct] of the 
Customs and Excise Service removed. On the part of the 
attackers, four are said to be dead and several wounded. 


Niger 


National Conference Appoints New Army Chiefs 


AB1109153591 Dakar PANA in English 1209 GMT 
11 Sep 91 


[Text] Niamey, 11 Sep (ANP/PANA)}—The national 
conference of Niger on Tuesday, appointed Major 
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Mazou Issa as the new Army chief of staff and Major 
Djibo Tahirou as his deputy. The two replaced Col. 
Toumba Boubacar and Lt. Col. Mamane Dobi respec- 
tively, who were suspended by the national conference. 


The appointments came as a result of demands by young 
Army officers that their colleagues who had served in the 
political system or were involved in the Tchin- 
Tabaradene massacre of Tuareg nomads in May 1990, 
should not be reintegrated into the Army. 


A few days ago, witnesses’ accounts at the national 
conference implicated the Army’s top leadership and 
President Ali Saibou of involvement in the affair. 


Nigeria 


Deportees From Libya Claim ‘Barbaric Torture’ 
AB1109154091 Dakar PANA in English 1346 GMT 
11 Sep 91 


[Text] Lagos, 11 Sep (NAN/PANA)}—Another batch of 
225 Nigerian deportees from Libya arrived in Lagos on 
Tuesday aboard a Libyan cargo aircraft, the NEWS 
AGENCY OF NIGERIA (NAN) reports. The aviation 
correspondent of NAN reports that the deportees were 
dispatched in groups of 10 to the Hajj camp, near the 
airport by security agents, where they joined 57 other 
Nigerians who were deported on 29 August from Libya. 


One of the latest deportees, Festus Ezeuko, who is also 
the spokesman for the Nigerian community in Saba 
Town, near Tripoli, told NAN that no fewer than 600 
Nigerians were still being held in detention camps in 
Libya in what he described as a theatre of horror. 


Ezeuko said that the barbaric torture of Nigerians in 
Libya reached a high point after an announcement on 5 
August in Jerusalem that Nigeria and Israel were to 
re-establish relations. They started picking us up and 
lodging us in concentration camps where they treated us 
like animals and, in the process, many Nigerians died, 
including one man they (Libyans) identified as an Amer- 
ican spy, he claimed. [no opening quotation marks as 
received] 


He added that he counted up to 64 bodies of Nigerians 
heaped near our camp in the desert and those of us alive 
were ordered at gun point to carry feces with bare hands, 
only to be given pieces of bread immediately after the 
exercise and threatened not to clean our hands. 


Ezeuko, an engineer trained in the University of Bir- 
mingham, England, said he returned to Nigeria after his 
education but could not secure employment, explaining 
that he travelled to Libya, like his other colleagues, 
hoping to make money tn the Arab nation and later to go 
to Europe en route to the U.S. 


Another deportee, Emeka Akamagwuna, said that he 
went to Libya eight months ago but he spent five months 
in a Libyan cell on the suspicion that he might be a spy. 
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He said he was a 1985 higher national diploma graduate 
of agriculture from the College of Agriculture, Asaba, in 
Nigeria’s Delta State. Akamagwuna said his friend, 
whose name he gave as Matthew Ogbebor, an economics 
graduate of the University of Benin, was allegedly stoned 
to death by the Libyans when the anti-Nigerian senti- 
ments gathered momentum. 


All the deportees who spoke to NAN said that they 
travelled to Libya by road via Niger Republic and 
Algeria and that they were robbed several times in Libya 
before they got to their destination. They also claimed 
that they were not aware of the sufferings in Libya before 
they embarked on the journey and that they were moti- 
vated by the quest for employment. 


Sierra Leone 


Army Said To Control Mano River Bridge 


AB1209125091 London BBC World Service in English 
1708 GMT 11 Sep 91 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] Claims and counterclaims continue to fly over the 
military situation on the Sierra Leone border with 
Liberia, at the Mano River Bridge. Charles Taylor has 
claimed his territory in Liberia has been invaded from 
Sierra Leone. Sierra Leone says rebels there are backed 
by Charles Taylor and that they have not allowed any 
forces to cross the border from Sierra Leone. 


Meanwhile, Liberian soldiers of the anti-Taylor ULIMO 
[United Liberation Movement of Liberia for Democracy] 
have been making their own claims. Journalist Matthew 
Tostevine is in the war zone at Kenema and has been 
talking to military commanders. He telexed this report: 


[Begin studio announcer recording] The focus of action 
during the past week has been at the Mano River Bridge. 
According to Major Kanu of the Sierra Leone Army who is 
commanding joint operations, the bridge is held today on 
the Sierra Leonean side by his own soldiers with Charles 
Taylor's NPFL [National Patriotic Front of Liberia] 
making repeated attempts to capture the bridge from 
Liberia. Maj. Kanu assured me that his government sol- 
diers will not cross the bridge and his government will not 
allow ULIMO soldiers to cross the bridge into Liberia. 


Yesterday evening, | found Major General Obed D.S. 
Karpeh of ULIMO at his residence in Kenema. Maj. Gen. 
Karpeh was the ambassador to Sierra Leone at the out- 
break of the civil war; now he is chairman of ULIMO’s 
military committee and in charge of that military opera- 
tion. | asked Maj. Gen. Karpeh how ULIMO soldiers had 
been able to get inside Taylor's territory. 


The troops were already inside Liberia, he explained, 
and some pretended to be supporters of Charles Taylor. 
We sent our agents to inform those ULIMO soldiers that 
are fighting alongside Charles Taylor to turn around and 
Start fighting against him. 
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Maj. Gen. Karpeh also claimed that some of his soldiers had 
been actually trained in Charles Taylor's own training 
camps. According to him, much, possibly most, of ULIMO’s 
strength is still under cover inside Liberia. | asked him when 
he expected those forces to turn on Charles Taylor. That 1s 
what is happening now, he declared. 


Meanwhile, Sierra Leone military sources in Kenema 
revealed yesterday that the NPFL tried again yesterday 
to cross the Mano River Bridge. Bearing that in mind, it 
is hard to tell how real are ULIMO’s claims to be in 
charge of northwest Liberia. [end recording] 


Togo 


Interim Government Holds First Meeting 10 Sep 


AB1109184991 Lome Voix de la Nouvelle Marche 
Network in French 1900 GMT 10 Sep 91 


[Press release” issued after the first Cabinet meeting of 
the transitional government held on 10 September under 
the chairmanship of Prime Minister Joseph Koffigoh at 
the Distinguished Guests Palace in Lome—read by Bikpi 
Innocent] 


[Te:.t] The transitional government held its first Cabinet 
meeting today at the Cabinet Meetings Room at the 
Distinguished Guests Palace. Chaired by Prime Minister 
Kokou Joseph Koffigoh, a lawyer, the meeting began at 
0850 and ended at 1350. First, this maiden meeting 
enabled the government members to review the key direc- 
tions of the sovereign national conference relating to the 
various government departments. The Cabinet then went 
on to discuss diverse problems connected with, among 
others, public safety, Togo’s participation in the upcoming 
All-Africa Games to be held in Cairo, the naming of streets 
in Lome, public sanitation and road maintenance in the 
capital, the risks of desert encroachment arising from the 
depletion of our forest resources, and the naming of the 
Distinguished Guests Palace. 


Finally, the Cabinet discussed other matters of national 
interest. During the meeting, the Cabinet decided to set 
up a commission assigned with examining the issue of 
naming the streets of Lome. As for the Distinguished 
Guests Palace, it will now be called Renewal Palace. 
Measures were adopted with a view to finding speedy 
solutions to the other issues examined. A public sanita- 
tion operation will be organized nationwide on 14 Sep- 
tember 1991 at 0800. 


The transitional government reauests that the whole 
nation observe 16 to 22 Septem. er 1991 as a national 
week of prayer and thanksgiving for democratic renewal 
and that in all communities special prayers be organized 
to give thanks to Almighty God for the success of the 
sovereign national conference and ask for his blessings 
for the success of the transitional period. 


Concluded in Lome on 10 September 1991 
Signed by the Cabinet [end recording] 
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